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OR, 
A Word to the World, and two ro thoſe that 


are chiſen out of the Wo RL0D, 
Wherein is held forth, 
Firſt, the ſweet tenders of grace from the 
Farh:rchrough the Son to all deje&-d Sinners ; 


he Invires them, he Wors them, he Int-cats them, 
nay, he beſeecherh them to accept of mercy, 
1 N 
The (econd part of this Book, ci[led, To *ords to thoſe 
* Choſen out of the World, is ſpokento the Saints under their 


ſeverall Forms, taking norice firſt of the things commen- 
dable inthem : and intheſecond place reproving them 
for things amiſſc am.ng them, 


With 4 (hert Propbeſie of the downfall 


Presbyterie, 

Independencie, 
of <{ Anabaprilmic, 

; Vane Nor:ons, 


Free. W1l!, 


With a brief deſcription of a true Church-ſtate, againſt which the gates of Hell ſhall 
Not prevaile z it bang fuunded upona rock , it will ſtand againſt all Wayes and 
Storms, that either Men or Devils caa raite agaialt ic, 


I will give you all one heart, and one way. 
Thex the Lord ſr4ll be one, and his name one. 


Robert Parncll. 
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To the Reader. 


Ourteous Reader, I ſnalt in few words give 
thee a juſt accompt , why I have writ- 
ten this little Book, In theſe latter daies 
many books are publifhed, ſome good and 
whole ome : but few to ends not carnal; 
for with every mas is imperfection more 

. or eſſe, I muſt own it al/s. Tet 1 fanth- 
fmlly prefeſſe, that had my own credit or 
advantage been my inducement herenn- 

' #0, rheſe thoughts had been buried in toe 

wombe ; bitanſe I know, I could reap no ſuch fruit ; or if [ aid, it 

were but vanitie, He that gave me my being, hath given me 4 com- 
mand ts learn of him ; not onely ro love his people , but alſo to love 

hu enemies, Marth, 5.44. 

God having kindled in me, a love to you both Saints and Sinners; 
IT have here written aword to the anc , and two words to the othey : 
Rom.1.14. Tan debtor to the Greek,, and to the Barbarian , both 
to the wiſe, andto the unwiſe : 

Ana to thee fellow finer, is the firſt word; becauſe I ſee many of 
thoſe that undertake to teach thee » Spmtting the door of the kingdom 
againſt thee ; andinftead of the Goſpel of Chriſt, they preach to thee | 
Moles , at leeft Elias ; and that in the letter. The things I lay be- 
fore thee, and commend wnto thee ; are (ſuch, and onel 7 ſuch , as [ my 
ſelf have paſt through, and found abowndance of comfort in: And 
looking npon that place 2 Corinth, 1. 4. 1 finde it my auty to endea- 
vour to comfort others with the ſame comfort wherewith I my ſelfe 
have been comforted of God. 

E xyeit not heare a pleaſing methode , ſugard words , nor [chol4- 
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flicall expreſſions ; for that ſavorrs more of the wiſdome of m2x than 

of God, _ it be not [cholaſtick,, y*t if thow findeFt it authen- 
tick; let it have acceptance with thee, _ Firſt read, and then judge 
of what I have ſaid; and the Lord that hath power,give thee nnder- 
Sanding in all things. - 8 

In the firſt part .of this Book:called,, A Word to the World, ;; 
held forth in few words ; the ſweer renders of grace from the F4- 
ther through the ſonne, to the poore dejefted Sinners ; wherein God 
invites, cals, woes , and entreates them to be reconciled to himſclfe, 
He anſwers all the Objeftions that lye in the way, he uſeth very 
ſtrong and powerfull arguments : He not onely ſaith but ſwears, he 
delights not in the death of a ſinner, Ezck.33.11. 

In the ſecond part of this Book.called , wo Words to thoſe cho= 
ſen our of the World ; 1 my /elf having had communion with the 
Saints in each of thoſe forms, more or leſſe ; their principles and pra- 
fliſes I have in ſome meaſure weighed, examined, and tryed with an 
unbyaſſed affettion : And 1 fiuae among all theſe (except thoſe in this 
te——— many excellent, ſweet, and ſound truths, bothin Do- 
ttrine and Diſcipline, Principle and Practiſe , worthy not onely of 
commendation, but alſo of our imitation. 

But notwithſtanding, there are many things that ſavour more of 
the fleſh than of the ſpirit among all theſe Aſſemblies, which are r4- 
ther of mans invention than of Gods inſtuution: as their kn1wing 
Chriſt and Saints after the fleſh; crying, L1 here, lo there is Chriſt ; 
and moſt in a ſence building npsn the Sand. Wherefore I have here 
P ropheſied of th-r fat!, in which I mean not that they ſhall be without 
Charch-order ; but they ſhall have Paſtors and Teachers , Elders 
and Deacons, Helps and Governments, But the ground of this com- 
munion ſhall be ſpirituall union : and when this dxy ts dawned, and 
this day-ſtar riſen in onr bearts, Ephraim ſhall wort envy Judah, nor 
Judah vex Ephraim ; Presbyrerians ſhall not ſo birterly cry out 4- 
gainſt Independents, nor Independents have ſuch hard thou rhts of 
the Presbyterians, Tea, they will be aſhamed to own one axotber by 
. theſe fleſbly titles ; but loo% upon and love one another as Chriſtians, 
members of the ſame body, heires of the ſame Promiſe, children of the 
ſame father: having all the ſame ſpirit,all clothed with the ſame r1be, 
inclined to the [ame work; ruled by the ſame Word and Spirit. And 

o thiir love to each other ſhall ariſe from the Union in the Spirit» 
ud againſt this Church-State the gates of hell frall not prevaile. 1 


TO THE 
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Hat Sin had its firſt encrance into the World by 
Adam, we all know ; What fin is in it own na- 
ture, moſt of us doe know ; Bur thac (io is clearly 
taken away by the ſecond Adam, Chrift Zeſag, 
that, very few doc know. 

Poore (inner , why. doſt thou lye groaning, 
come along with me, and hcar Chrilt thy Lord 


ſpeaking to thee. 
Quelt, What is that that doth ſo trouble thee 2 
Anſw, Oh | my ins, my lin, 


Quelt. What is ſin ? 
An/w. The breachof a commanJ, er the tranſzrefli n of a law, 


Chr. Though thou ha't broken this law , yet conlider , that there 
is one to be found, that hath kepcir ; fult, in thy nature : ſecondly, 
for thee,and impures the keeping of it tothce,as really,as if thou haſt 
fulfilled ic thy ſelfe ; Art thou a ſinner ? Chriſt faith, He came to 
call pnners, and why not thee ? 

Sinner, Oh, but I amone of the greateſt of (ſinners, 

Chr. et confider What the Lord ſaith in theſe Scriptures, 1h.1,29 
Bchould the Lamb of God, that eaketh away che ſins of the World, 


3. 70h, 16, Godſo loved the World, that he ſent his on:ly begotren 
Son, totake away the ſins of the world, 1 Tims. 1.15, He came inco 
a B the 
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thi world-rofiaversofwhom:b em chief, - 

- Ohzr ts, ON; be chouzhhe cam>+ra ſwveſtoners;,. it is a queion, 
wherhes hadicd forallGnners, and therefore Iqueſtiorr, whether he 
came tocall me,orte cakeaway my fins, Heeno ground why I ſhould 
hlicve ; nay, 1-cannovbelieve, Faith iscoo-hi2b-2 thing for me to 
280457 up{o. | | 
_  Au/w, Butconfider, Godis the-aloge worker: of it, Heb. 12. 2. 
And when thou lookeſt upon Faith, and ſeeſt ic roo hard a thing for 
thee; yercon'ider that nothing is roo hard for God , wko hath un- 
derraken to work it. | 

Ob. 1t Icould ſecapromiſe wherein God had promiſed to work 
it, that were ſomethiag. 

Queſt. What art thos ? «A Jew or.a Gentile, Scythiad or Barba- 
RR” - 

Anſ. Jam a Gentile,a (inner. 

Chr, Thewt heſo-are pronnſes for thee; ſee Matt.t2.21, Row. 15, 
12, In him ſhallche Gentiles cruſt, in him ſhall che Gentiles truſt, 

$54. But all Gentiles doo not,neither ſhall they believe ; therefore 
iT could fce my name written in Scripture,and a promiſe made to me 
inreference to that name; then there were x | 

(Chr. . Thow art j#ft{ikhe Thomas, 7oh:20 25, Except I ſhall fee in 
tis hands che print'of the nailes, and thruſt my-hand into. his fide ; 
I will not belive :, Well, ſairh Chrift; thou fontt ſee the print of the 
mailer, reach hither thine hand, 8c. Wils thou ſee thy name in ſcri- 
prove indeed > 

Sin, Yea, with all my heart, But I fear it isnot there, 

Chr. Why doft thou doubt? all things are- poſſible to bins that be- 
lieves : wilt thon ſee thy name ? Thew-what 4s thy ftate? How it 
with thee ? 

Sis, My ſtate is miſerable , T amfull ef blindenes and ignorance, 
and can underſtand nothing in a ſpirituall way. 


Chr. Here i thy nams then recorded, 1ſx.50.10. Who fo walketh: 


iodarknes and (eerh no lighr,ler him craft in the name of the Lord,und 
iy upon God, 
Si». ButI am dead almoſt, my heart and my fleſhdo faile me. 


Car. .Joy,canft thoy read the beginning of the verſe (with David) : 


and not the latter end of it,” and God is the ſtreogrh'of my heart, 
Rwy porta ter ever: ul.7 3,26, + 

alop ur:L am wreak. ( ſaichanocher-poore ſoule ) whete is my 
name or. 
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Chr, The weak ball be as Dwvid, there is thy name, 
- Sim, vr) Gith another diſtreſſed ſoule, I am quite dead ; Where is 
My name 

Chr. Epheſ, 5.14. Awake thou that ſkepeſt, and ariſe from the 
dead, and Chriſt ſhall give thee light : There 5s thy name. 

Six. But I have not cars to hear Chrilt voice, nor ſtrengrh to ariſe; 
# -—y wy - 

» But ( hrift can give trength with his voice , as to Lazarus, 

come forth, a»d he OST " 

Six, Here is comfort for theſe indeed ; Bur oh.! that you could 
ſhew me my name, in ſcripture, and Ged ſpeaking rome}by name ; 
Then I ſhould believe and rejoyce with joy unſpeakable and full of 


Chr. Well: What # thy name? 

Sin. Rebell; That is my name ; for I have rebelled againſt the 
Lord ever ſince I was born ; [I have lived in a continuall breach of c- 
— 

» Yet behold thy-name, Pſal.68.18, Chriſt hath reccived gifts 
for men ; yea, for the reb<llious, that the Lord God might d well a- 
mohg them : Read thy name in every promiſe , endeavour to ſee thy 
name enrolled inthe hook af Life , where allthe Devils in Hell , and 
al the wicked men in the world can never blot it out, 
"Sin, Oh ! faith another poore diſtrefled ſoule, 1 have no mince,nor 
heare to (eek after God, W here is my name ? 

Chr. 1/a 65.1. Tam found of them that ſought me not , There 
thy name : though thou wilt not ſeek for him, yet he will ſeck and 
lnde thee. | 

. Sin. Bur I cannotbelicve; Where is my name, faith another ? 

Chr. 27m.2 13.1f we bclicve notyyer te abiderhfairhfull, he can- 
not deny himſelf. | 

$in, But I have called and cryed for mercy , and that often, yet 
God would notanſwer me: Where s my name? 

2. Saich another, others have prayed for me , and the Lord gave 
them an anſwer ; he was nor {ent to fave me ; Where is my name ? 

3. A third poore ſoul ſteps.in, and faith, I ſpake with che Lord , as 
it were, ard he told me, 1 wasa Dog ; and that Dogs have nothing 
todoe with Childrens bread ; oh, where is my name ? 

Chr. Will you ſee all your three names together ? 

$i», Oh that ix mighe be ſo, faich che troubled ſoule, 

Chr. Then read and well confoder that 15, Mate. 27, 23,24,25, 

| B 2 26,27,28, 
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26,2728. And bchold a woman of Canaan came out of the ſame 
coals, and cryed unto him, faying ; have mercy on me O Lord, thou 
ſon of David : But hc anſwered hcr.not a word ; T here was the firſt 
ſtep of his denial. 

Sccondly, His Diſciples came and beſought him, ſaying,ſend her 4- 
way, for ſhe cryeth after us. But he anſwered and ſaid, | am not [ent 
but unto the loſt ſheep of the boſe Iſrael. T here is the ſecond branch 
of his deniall. 

Thirdly, Then came fee, and worſhipped him ſaying : Lord hely 
we, But ke anſwered and ſaid, it is not meet to take the children; 
bread andcaft it to dogs : Theres the third branch of his deriall, 

And ſhe ſaid,truth Lord: yet the dogs eat of the crumbs that [all 
from their Maſters table : Then feſws anſwered and [aid unto her, 
6 woman, great us thy faith; be it unto thee even as thou wilt, 

Oh the 5 learchable love of a tender father,to a prodigall Son | 

To ſummeup all in a word'; Search diligently in What ſtate thou 
ſtandeſt, examine. well thy preſent condition what. it is : and when 
thou haſt found vat the true temper of thy ſoul; that tho canſt iru- 
ly ſay 7 thus and thu it is with me : Then ſearch the Scriptures, for 
th-y were written for thy learning ; and thou ſhalt finde upon feri- 
ous conſideration, that ſome one or other of the Saints 4 gone before 
the.) hath been in the ſame condition , and yet hath found mercy : 
Th-n chcu wilt break forth with Pax/ , and fay , There i no tenta- 
tion hath befals me, but ſuch as is common to all men, and the Lord 
will deliver mee, 1 Cor.10 13. &c. Arethy ſins ſo many that thou 
canſt nor look up! fo it was with that pretious ſaint, D avid, P/al. 40. 
12, Pſal. 38. 4. | | 

Deare friend, who ever thou art that teadeſt theſe words, let me 
tell thee, Iſpeak by experience ;'I have bren in ſo fad a condition,c- 
ven as it Were in deſpaire: .And when I have read or heard theſe 
words, that ſuch and ſuch of the Lords own children, were in the 
ſame condition ; my heart hath begun to revive and ſay , well : The 
Lord hath dealt no otherwiſe with nie, than he hath with ſuch a Saint 

Tefr upon record : now I ſee, I am notalone in.this heavines,I cannot 
now ſay ; #*as ever ſorrow like unto my ſorrow, Lam, 1.12, ButIcan 
now fay with /*remiah, Lam.3 32. T hough he cauſe griefe , yet will 
he have cempaſſion, according to the multitude of his merciez, 1 re- 
member that {weet place of >cripture: 2Cor.1. 3,4. Bleſſed be God, 
even the F ather of our Lord feſ 6d (rift, the Father of merci [ and 
the. God of all comfort , who comforteth us in all our tribulations, 
3 
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that' ( faith he ) we may be able to comfort them that be in trouble, 

''the comfort wherewith wee our ſelves are comforted of 

od. 

Here by the way wee may take notice ,. that it is a duty well be- 
coming the Saints, to- endeavour as iaſtruments in Gods hands, ro 
comfort ochers-with the ſame comforts, wherewith the Lord hach 
comforted them, Come ( /aith David ) 1 will tell thee what the Lord 
bath done for my ſoule. 

Againe ; Oa chou drooping ſinner, liſtena httle unto the voyce 
of Chfiſt , and chou ſhale heare him calling co thee and fayinz, 
(ome come unto mee all yee that bee weary and heavy laden, and [ 
will give you reſt, Heecals thee, hee invites thee, hee encreates thee, 
hee beſeecherth thee rocome in, and to bee reconciled unto the Lord 
thy God. See and conſider well that Scripture 2. Cor. 5 20. Now 
thew wee are ambaſſadours for Chriſt, as though God aid beſeech yors 
by u#, wee pray you in Chriſh: ſtead bee you reconciled unto Goa, .you 
ſeehee is willing to have ſinners reconciled co him, and that hee doch 
manifeſt, by many demonſtrations, or evidences. 

Firſt, His patience rowards thee all this while, he is long ſuffering, 
not willing that any ſhould periſh 2 Per 3. 9.Rom, 2.4.7 he goodncſſe 
if God, or the patience of God 43: (or ſhould) lead thee to repentance, 
*Sccondly, Hee dcth man:ic!t his willingnefle, in that hee hath 
made chis the malter-picce of all his works, to provide a Saviour. tor 
us 7 in ſending his Son, and making him a curic for us, in this great 
worke the Lord doth proclaime to all the world, 0h all you pdople 
of. the World, if 1. had not beene willing to bee reconciled to you, Or 
rxher, to have you reconciked co met,, ( as I have for ever beene ) 

1 wenld never. have ſent my. deareſt Sonne from the bolome of my 
love, todie for you, So that this is the greateſt worke ; all my other 


workes are ſubordinate to this. Is this was the lov? of God mani» 


feſted to us, that he ſent hu onely begotten Sonne into the world, thas 
we ſhould live through him, 1 Joh. 4. 9. | 
Thirdly, The Lord doth proffle this to the people, T hat there 
8-noone thing wherein hee doth more glory , than to ſhewwenercy 
to poore ſinners, yea.to his enemies, Micah 7: 18. Hee delighteh i 
mercy. Exod. 34. The Lords glory paſſed by , and what was that ? 
The Lord,the Lord, moſt mercifull and gratious, long ſuffering &c. 
Pardoning iniquity , tranſgreſſions and ſine. Hece- is my glory, 
Hence u « expreſt, 1(a, 30, 18. Therefore Will the Lord waite th.u 
bee may bee gratious, and therefore will hee bee exalted that hee may 


have - 


have mercy wpon you. Sothen, the Lorddoth.accompt himfelfe, an 
ex1hed God, when hee hath \braught ina Goner to accept of. mer- 


cy. 
| " Fourchly , The Lord dothexprefſe bis willingneſſe even with a 
Ggb(avit were ) whichdoth much denote his williagnefſe, Deur, 5. 
29. Oh that there mere ſneb an hrart in them, thas they would feare, 
wy Naw and keepe my. Command:, and that for one £y0d too, for 
ſo the words follow, that it.-might be well with thenn, and with their 
children for ever, Now theſe people hail {ajd before, whatſoever 
the Lord hath ſpoken wee will doe, Oh that there mere [uch an heart 
in thens ( ſaith the Lord. ) 

Fifthly, The Lord doth expreſ bis Willingneſle with an eath teo, 
and thar, the-zreaceſt-that ever hee eooke 3 Thar ſinners hall not dye. 
Ezek.-34. 10,11. As [ live, ſeich the Lord God, 4 have no pleaſure 
in the death of tne Wicked, but that the wicked twrue from bus way ani 
dive, T urne yee turae yee from your evill wayes, for why will you die, 
0b hoafe of Utaell-&e. | 

Sixthly, God doth manifeſt his willingnelſe in chis ; thatabove 
All »ther workes , this worke of belecving onhm, .is molt pleaſing 
to him, and our not belceving, is the greateſt oftence that wee can 
give30 God, Joh. 6. 29. Thi « the worke of God, that you beleeve 
on him-whom he hath ſent,as if the Lord had (aid,Thw doth pleaſe mee 
better than any orhey worke, Leta poore ſoule came in, and rowle 
himſelte upon the ove oft God un Chrilt, for reconciliation. This isa 
mofe glorious worke, than the conquering of a-whole world ; It 
you give all your goods to the poore, and your bedies to be burne, all 
15nothing if this be wanting. Joh.3.19. The « condemnation that 
light i come unto the world, and men love darkne (ſe wore then light, 
In «word; bindeall yourſinnes together in « bundle, (except this 
ſin of unbelicte ) and pur them in a ballance together, And put this 
fin ofunbelicfe in the other ballance , you hall finde that unbelicte 
will weigh downeall the reft, and from ehis unbeliefe, as the roote, 
{ſprings all otherevils, as the branches. 

'Seventhly , Conſider farcher , God doth fſeeke to finners firlt: 
Therefore it is faid , The Lord Chriſt came to ſecke awg ro ſave thew 
that were oft. 1.45.22. Looks wute me and be you ſaved all yee end; 
of the earth, the Spirit andehe Bride ſay come, and let him that 
a thirſt come and take of the waters of life freely. 

Eightly, Conſider , the Lord ſends forch his grace to allare thee 

and cogntice thee, « ſinner, te come to him, ——— of 
ove 
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oy draw the heart tocome, Hee ſends forth his mercy toſtand be- 
the ſoule, and tender its ſervice (as it were) tothe ſifull foule, 
Heſea 2. 14 Therefore will I allure them ſaith the Lord. There 
wasa great breach berweene this people and God, as you may ſce ar 
_ , this chapter , And- yet ſaith the Lord 7 will allure them 
[ny 1.4; 1 will draw them with the cords of men : with the bans 


M inthly, The Lord is fo yeelding uato his creatures, that to keepe 
his- oWne.honour and glory he cannot yeeld furticr, Arfirſt , wee 
we all going aſtray, the Lord: cals us backe, 2. Wee were going 
topriſon , The Lord ſteps in, ſaying, 1 will provide a ſurety. The 
Covenant of workes requires fatisfaRtion , faichthe Lord, Iam con» 
tented to take this, in a ſurety, Wee are like a Beggar, begging an 
almes,of one char pr by, to whom it isanſ{wered, 1 will ive thee 
o&-Beggar chat which chou defireſt , bur thou muſt come and ferch 
itz; 1, cannot come faith the Beg3ar, I-want legs: 1 will give thee 
legs ( ſaith the giver ) that thou mayeſt come. But ſaith the Beg- 
grwhen Iam come, I have no-hands to receive that Which you will 
give me 2 I will give thee hands alſo, Oh 1 But ] want wiſcedome 
wake uſe. of that gift ; 1 will give thee wiſedoime ſaith the Lord, 
Gchat ever, ſo glorious a God, (hould fo farre ſtoope and yeeld to 
bapoore creatures, as coanliwer all queſtions, clear all doubts,. and 
take away all (cruplcs ! 

Teathly, He yet comes nearcr to a ſinner ( as it were ) and doth 
lang that the ranch fins that ever they have committed againlt 
m, (hall not hinder them from comming to him, nor him fi om par- 

ingthem, {/4.1.18, Come now and let us reaſon together, ſaith 
the Lord though your ns be 4s Scarlet, they ſhalbe 4s white as Snow, 
Ob; here the Lord proclaiates that all thy finnes paſt ſpall bee 
0997, Thy continuance in;finues will be thy undoing, it any 


Elvenchly, Againe Conſider, The Lord doth in his Word uſe 
very. powertukk arguments, todraw the heart to bee recorciled to 
bin; Hee -dotk nor onely offer mercy, and {cy it before the ſoule, 


bur-hodoth labour wich ſtrong realons, a1d 3rguments, aa1 matives, . 


draw the-ſoule to himſclfe,. and doth. uſe thefe arguments, thas 
Will cake. the heart maſt, Sometimes hee doth draw arguments 
from his'<quity, Ezckicl 18. 25, Are xot my wayes equall ſaith the 
Lird.- Sometimes fromour neceſlicy. J 0h.3. 36, H-e that beleeverh 


"9%: the wrath of God. abid*th 1n him Sometim.s from the benetit 


and 
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-and profit we ſhall have,if we docome in; Prov, 1. 23. Tarn. zee at 
my reproof, and behold I will powre out my Spirit upon you, I Will 
mike known my words unto you. Oh bLlefled promiſe ! one would 
think, this ſhould break the heart of Devils ; as if the Lord had (aid, 
well, rhough thou: haſt been a great ſinner , and though thou haſt re. 
'belled agai:ilt me ever fince thou waſt born; yer if thou wilt but 
turn at my reproof,or fay to thy God, Turn us and we ſhal be turned, 
(for 1 muſt doe it y I will powre out my Spirit upon thee, 1 will give 
grace and glory, a Houſe, a City, a Kingdome, Light , Life , and all 
things : The Lord doth ſeem to out-bid all other comforts that we 
have in fin ; therefore he doth teH us of honey, milk , raiment , ſuch 
things as do'moſt rake with our hearts, that ſo he might gain us to 
come inand be at one with him. Now I ſhall appeal to your conſci- 
ences,that have felt this in ſome meaſure : Doth not the Devill come 
with ſtrong arguments ? The Warld with the like? And wick- 
ed men with ſtrong perſwaſions > The corrupcions Within you with 
ſtrong motives ? And yetdoth not the Lord our-bid them all, and ſo 
win the Soule to himſelf. | 

Twelfth, Conſider further , The Lord comes and anſwers all obje- 
ions thac lycin the hearts of ſinners, 
- Ok.:, SaithoneI am unworthy ; I have nothing in me that good 
25 27 

Anſ. The Lord faith, Tfa. 55. Ceme ard buy milh and wint witl- 
out money, and without price, three times it is ſpoken in one or two 
verſes. So that God doth et forth his kingdome by milke, wine and 
bread, things uſcfull for the body ; ſometimes by a marriage , ſone- 
times by a ſupper, wherein are all kindes of dainties ; ſometime he 
doth invite them to the ſupper , and ro the marriage of his Sonne, and 
ſometimes doth compel] chem to come in. Then the Devil working 
with our corrupt nature ; doth what he can to make the 'Soule ſlizhe 
the Goſpel, and to look upon the blood of the Covenant as 2 mean 
thing : When the ſoul doth begin indecd to apprehend the greatnes 
and {weetnes of the Goſpel of im ridings , then ſteps in Sachan ; 
Whart ſuch a one as thou have ſuch mercy ? Fellow finners ; mark 
the policy of the ſubtle Devil, he dotlyar firſt labor to ſerat naught the 
Golpel,accounting it as a mean thing: But when the Lord doth (hine 
through that miſt,and ſhew the ſoul the excellency of his ſon, and che 
glory of the Goſpel:Then comes the devil che other way, ſaying,with 
thee theſe be great things indeed ; Bur thou art vile and baſc both in 
ehy principles & praRice:and canſt thou think that God ever __" 
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—_— tothee 2 Phat to ſuch a one as thou art ; Then the Lord 


| or thee, Come without money and withour price , as it h® 
Ward”, though thou haſt no ability to doe any thing ; yer come Þ 
willmake thee rich enough; thou haſt no money ( thar is no (elf righ- 
reouſnes )- ler nor that hinder , Revel, 22. 17. The Spirit and the 
Bride ſay come , and let him that hears come , and let him that us a 
thirſt come , and whoſoever will let him take of the water of life free- 


0%. It may be (faith the Soule , though the Lord doth require no- 
thing before hand ; yet when I am come he will require hard things 
of me , I mult live fo (tritly , and abandon all my pleaſures, 
what? ſhall I leave all thoſe pleaſant wayes , and have nothing 
bur according to the word , and according to conſcience ; Then 
farewell all che comfort and joy of all our lite, if we ceie to this 
once. 

"Anſ. I appeale to you, whether your hearts have not been kept of 
by ſuch things as theſe. Burnow (s fe4rw ſinners ) mark how Chriſt 
doth take off theſe objections, Matth. 11. Come unto me and I will 
five you reſt. Take my yoke upoy you (and mark what follows ) my 
joke us eaſie and my burthen lighe. As it Chriſt (hould fay ,*I will lay 
noyoak upon you fan whac 1s caſte, nor any burtaen but wWhac is light, 
And this 1 afftirme , though this may (cem co be hard co you at firſt; 
you will finde the wayes of God more caſte than ever you found the 
weyes of fin ; Do but ask them that have any experience of the love 
of God to them, and chey will cell thee ; that chey have found more 
ſweetnefſe in one day, in following of God, than they tound in the 
wayes of fin many years : Prov. 3.17. H-r wayes are waj*s of plea- 
ſenneſſe, and all her paths are praccable paths ; Nowif you will 
believe the ſpirit of God, you ſec ther+is more peace, more joy ,more 
lweernefl;, more comfort tnan ever you had bctore. 

I3. Again conſider, The Lord doth not onely uſe ſtrong argu- 
ments, and anſwer all objeFiors. But he is 1nportunace too , as 
iſt; Hedothcry out after ſinners, P:ov. 1. Wiſdome cryet' in the 
freers, and fo Prov.g.and Ifa:55. He doth inake Proclamation Ho, 
every one that thirſteth come\ He doth i;nporruncand bid coin ove 
and over again,and again; Come, com:,come three times to. octhitzd0 
that God doth ſeck more earncſtly co finnz1s . than they doe ro him, 
It may be thou wilt ſeek to God once tor a mercy chou wantelt, and 
give over ; But bchold, God cals to thee agaia anda,ain,come,com?, 


rome, 
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14. Ifall this will not prevaile with ſinners to come in, yet the 
Lord leaves them not, but appeals to the very Conſciences of ſinners, 
& deals with them that way.If you were in great'diltrefle concerning 
your cſtate or life , and you go to 4 man that hath both wiſdom and 
power to help you; and open the caſe to him, but cannot prevaile : 
then you bring (trongarguments ; and they do not move , then you 
takeaway all objcAtions z. bur yer prevaile not ; then you importune 
him, and urge your arguments againe and again z and all this doth not 
prevaile; tken you appcale ro his own conlcience whether you have 
not ſpoken right to him, ſaying z I willeven leave this to your own 
conſcience tojudge of it; 8nd this many times doth prevaile when 
no hing elſe will: even thus (of all the world ) doth God deal with 
ſinners and appeals to their own conſciences, 14.43.26. Pat me in 
remembrance : let us plead together. Declare thou that thou mayeſt 
be juſtified : as if the Lord had faid,1f thoucanſt declare any thing why 
thou doeſt nor come , that lyeth in thy way , 1 will remove it , and 
thou ſhalt be accepted, ler. 2.5, Thus faith the Lord , What iniquity 
have your Fathers found in me , that they are gone farre from me, 

Verl 31. Have [ been a barren Silderaefſe to Iſrael, Ezck. 18. 25, 
Hear now 6 houſe of Iſrael,are not my ways equal?are not your waies 
unequall ? as it the Lord had fail, doe you think in your conſcience, 
that theſe wayes that you walk in, are right ? Is this cquall, that ſin- 
ners ſhould go on their dayes and paſſe their time infin; and when 
they can fin no longer, then to plead for mercy : Is this equall ? If this 
will not doe, the Lord will ſay , Conſcience let him alone ; So con- 

ſcience may be quiet , bur the Lord hathlefr pleading with him." 

15. Again, the Lord hath many times brake forth into tears to 
ſee the ſtubborne fl: of muns hearts : O Pernſalem, thos that killeft 
the Prophets, &C. if thou hadft known in this thy day the things that 
make for thy peace, Now ſuppoſe that Chriſt hould come and weep 
over a company of poore ſinners, as he did over Jeruſalem, ſaying, 0 
thou ſinfull ſoule, hadſt chou known inthis thy day, the things that 
bclong to thy peace, and ſuppoſe thou ſhouldeſt ſee one tear trickling 
down after another, and he ſhould ſay ; Oh, that this people did bur 
know the things that belong unto their peace: If chou hadit a heart of 
ſtone, it could nor bur mele, 

16, The Lord doth foreſee , what a little honour hce ſhall kave of 
this ſinner when he hath brought him home ; he ſeceth (t;11 that thou 
Wilt have abundance of corruption in thy heart, and that thou wilt 
grieve his holy Spirit, and walk very cftcafively, diſhonour the my 
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of Religion, and open the mouths of the enemies as David; I fay, 
.God doth foreſee, that after he hath caken all this pains to bring thee 


unto himſelf, what alittle honour he ſhall have by thee, and yer he 
doch perſwdte thee to come : This alſo doth note his willingneffe to 
lave thee. 

Laſtly, conſider, that after the Lord our tender Father hatch uſed 
all theſe means and many more to bring in ſinners ; yet he is conten- 
ted to Waite a long time upon ſinners, and to take advantages to win 
them, fa. 30.18. The Lord doth waite that he may be gracious unto 
you, O how many years hath the Lord waited upon me,and thee,and 


other ſinners : How long hath he knocked, and yer welet him ſtandat 


the doore. O eruſalem wilt thow not be made clean , when ſhall it 


_oncebe, 16a.51.17,18., I [mote him, and he went on frowardly ; but 1 


have ſeen his waies, and will heal him, and reſtore comfort to hins, 
and to his mourners, Though he went on frowardly, I will reſtore 
comfort to him. 

Now put all this together, and ſe how infinitely willing God is 
toſave thee, © thou drowping ſinner, 

2xeſt. Ifany ſhould ask a reaſon , why God is ſo importunate 
and defirous to draw up ſinners to himſelf? 

, Anſw. 1. The ground of this love is in himſclf, and I can give no 
reaſon of it., but] the ſame that he hath left upon record , Exed.33. 
Ig. 1 will be gracious to whom [ will be gracious, and will ſhew mer- 
65 08 whom 1 will ſhew mercy, 

. 2+, He doth this, becauſe mercy pleaſeth him : Micah.7.18, 7will 
pardon becauſe mercie pleaſeth mee, faith the Lord ; Now then, that 
that doth plcaſe a man , he is ever defirous after :, The ſcripture faith, 
He doth not affliit willingly, nor grieve the children of men ; but hee 
ſheweth mercy willingly, becauſe hedelighteth in it, 

3+ The blood of Chriſt his onely ſonne doth cry aloud in the ears 
ef che Lord for mercy ; and that obedience of Chriſt wherewith the 
lord is fatisfied , is ſo well pleafing to him, that whatſoever this 
mea fock plead for , God muſt nceds grant : Now the blood of 
Chriſt, cryeth mercy, mercy Lord, for ſinners ; the. blood of Abel 
cryed vengeance, vengeance ; but the blood of Chriſt ſpeaketh ber- 
ter things, and cryeth pardon , pardon. Nothing in the world can 


op the currentot Gods mercy co a people, when it doth come to the 


.blood of Chriſt ; Then faith the father of mercies, open all the flood- 
=_ now, and let mercy be ſhewed in the high:ſt degree ; ſeeing 
the blood of my ſonne crycth for this lg though this be wonderfull 
: SY mercy 
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mercy to pardon ſuch a great ſinner, there is not a drop onely, but x 
Sea of mercy, tocleanſe thee chronghly. Come, laiththe Lord, /er uw 
reaſon to gether though your fins be as ſcarlet ; they ſhall be as white 
as Snow, Ia, 1,18, 1, even 1 am be that blotteth ont thy tranſ. 
greſſions for my own name ſake, and will not remember thy fins. \(4, 
43 25. Putme in remembrance, ſaith the Lord ,- put me in remey.. 
brance of this my promiſe , and let us plead together, faith the Lord; 
Declare theſe words with thy month , that 1 have put mto thy heart, 
that thow mayeſt be juſtified. Ia, 43.26, 
- + O thoutroubled ſinner (for to thee I ſpeak)I mean thee, to whom 
\fin isa burthen ; See how our tender father hath dealt with our bre- 
ther prodigall ; L#ke 15-28. He aroſc and came ta his Father ; but 
when he was yet a great Way of , his Father ſaw him, a" had coir. 
paſſion on him, and ran,and tell on his neckand kiffed him, 

1. Takenotice, his father ſecs him, before he ſees his Father, No 
ſooner doth a ſinner think of looking toward heaven ,- but the Lord 
ſpycs him and pitics hint, | 

2. He ſaw him whilcs he was 2 great way oft; he was bur ia the 
beginnipg of his way tocome 2 bis father might have let him alone 
till he had been come quite home to his heuſe , and ft had been (in- 
gular mercy to have bid him welcome then ;' bur it is done wii%.s he 

18 4 great way off. So thou art at a great diftence from the mercy of 
- God in'thy apprehenſion, that is, thou canſtnot beheve , nor icatce 
hope in his mercy ; yet hc willdraw nigh to thee, 

3. Theſcripture ſaith, his farher had compaſſion on him : I ſee the 

[Lords bowels yearn, work, and ftir within hun at the fight of his ſon, % 
. Jer. 3:20. herefore my bowels are troubled for him, 1 will ſurely have 
"merty upon him, ſauh the Lord.. Jer. 9.24. 1 delight in loving 4 
kindnes, Mich.7.18. He pardoneth becauſe mercy pleaſeth him. 

4. Iris faid,that his father ra : How rich, abundant mercy hadic WM * 
been in his farher , thongh he kad ſtood Rill, till his fon had come to 
him : But what mercy # this ? he will go towards him, and give him 
a meeting; O-mercy ! that his father' ran not from him ;-bue what Wl +» 
mercycall you this, that he runs to him : Why, would it not have ſer- | 
ved ( if he would needs po meer him ) to have walked toward him II x; 
witha ſoft and grave pace ? No, no, that will not ferve the Lords 
turn : if a finner will but go towards the Lord, mercy will not go Wl 
afoot- pace, but runs to meethim ; yea, mercy draws him and puts IN 14 
him upon comming at firſt-(tep: The ſonnes pace is, he aroſe and came 

ke came walking towards his father;this is the fachers pace he = the 
X onne 
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.fonpe,meſt. needed to have run ,. his bylly was pinched with hunger, 
yet hee onely walkes, bur his facher runs, bowels full of mercy out- 
,pace bowels pinched with hunger. | 
 $. [ fee him filling npon hisnecke , that is, he hugg'd and em- 
\braced tum, -How 2. fall on. his necke? Who would not have beene 
;to.haye cquic! ed him ? yea, to come nearc him ? Is he not in 
as. loathſyme [tuuygg rags? *nels hegot of.the Swinehee kept? 
Could a mat. come ncare him without {topping his Noſe ? Would 
not, a man bee ready co caſt up his Stomach, upon ſuch an embrace- 
ment? Mercy 1510 niceand dainty , will God thus embrace a 
rodizall in his loathlome, rags ?. Oh ſinner be encouraged to draw 
neare to God, for che worſt of all wickednefle and baſenefle in the 
world cannot make himrej& thee. Ezekiel 16. 4.5, 6. 

6, Bur yer bchold , a greater wonder thanall the reſt : I ſee 
him &ſſing hs Sexne ; whocould have brooked to have imbraced 
aperſon, in fo fiithy a pickle? Much lefſe would any one ile ſuch a 
one ; What kiſk rhoſe lips that had beene fo lately lapping in the 
Hogs-Irongh : 3 hote lips that had (o oftenikiſs'd thoſe baſe and 
beggerly Harlo:s; Kiſſe kim? A man would rather have thought 
he would have kick'd him, and yet his Farher kifſeth him. There is 
paſſage lomewhat like this, Gen. 33.4. AndElau ran to meet him, 
.qadembraced tym, and fell on his Neck, and kiſſed him. Aﬀtrang and 
wonderfull thing chac, hee thac had chrgatned, to kill himand came 
,now upon that errand to kull him and all lis, That his heart ſhould 
bee ſo ſtrangely altered by God, thar killing ſhould bee turned into 
kiſſing :; Ir was very. itrange that, E/ax ſhould kiſle Facob, bur ir 
8. more ſtiange here, that this Father ſhould kifle this Prodi- 


Read and conſider well theſe Scriptures. 
". cJoh. 1..29.. Behald the Lambe of God, that taketh away the ſins 
#f the World. 

Luke 2.10.11. Behold I bring you good tydings of great joy, 
that fall bee to all poopie. Vick bor Thas __ you. ts ra this 
dey in the (ity of David, a Saviour which ,i« Chriſt the 


rd... _ 

John 3.16. God ſo loved the World that he gave bis onely be- 

»Lotren Son, to thu end, that al{ that beleeue an bim ſhould nor periſh, 

ont have fe eptriafong. | Foul 6 | | 

John 3.17, Godſent not bus Sou iutathe world, to condenane the 
world,but tha the world through him mg ht be [ayed, : 

| C 3 . 3 Tm 3.2% 
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1 Tim. 1.15. Thi is a tf ut chi that Chriſt came into the world 


to ſave ſinners, of whom I am chiefe. 
Heb. 13. 12. 7eſ#s that he might ſanTtifie the people with his own 
blood, ſuffered without the Gate, 

x John 2. 1, 2. If avyy man = wee have an Advocate with 
the Father Jeſus Chriſt the righteous , and bee 'ss the propitiation 
for _ fins and not for onrs oxely , but alſo the ſinnes of the whole 

worl 
Rev.5.8. Thos waſt killed and haſt redeemed us to God ogt of every 
* kindred, tongue and people, 
Plalm 145. 19. Hee will fulfill the defire of them that fear? 
him. ok 
Zach, 13. 1. The Lord hath opened a Fountaine for ſinue and for 
_ wncleanneſſe, 
He every one that thirſteth come then, lah 55.1. 
Bleed are they that bunger and thirſt, for they ſpall be filled, 
'Math, 5. 6. 
If any man thirſt , let him come unto mee andarinke. John 7, 
ver. 37, 38. 
And hee that commeth to me I will in no wiſe caſt off ; oh marke, 
1 will in no wiſe caſt himoff , John 6.37, thatis, there is no cor- 
ruption irt thee, norall thy enemies without thee, that ſhall ſo farre 


prevaile with mice, as that I ſhall forſake thee. 

Oh then come'unco mee, come unto mee , af you that are 
, heavy laden,and I will «ndoubtedly give you reft. 

I. Conſider, Hee that hath made theſe promiſes, is able to make 
them good, | | 

2. Hee jsnot onely able to doe it,but hee is willing to doe it , hee 
delights in it. | 

3. Hee is not only able and willing , but he is faitkfull too in 
keeping promiſe z In ſo much that not onericle ſhall faile of all char 
he hath promiſed : He never faith, Seeks yee me in vaine. 

I, Take notice, the Lord keepes open houſe, Rev. 22.17. Let him 
that will, come and” take of the water of life freely, 

2. Becauſe of our backwardneſle tocomegheinvites,Iſa.5 5.1. Ho, 
every one that thirſteth, come, Sq: 

3- Hee anſwereth objeRions , and taketh away all excuſes, in 
theſe words , come without money and withewt price, though thou 
haſt not © to comment thee to mee, yet come, without 
money and without price, 


4. He 
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4+ He affures thee, thou ſhalt be welcome, John 6. 37. Him thae 
rimmeth to me, 1 will in no wiſe caſt off. 

' 5. Hee els thee, that if thou come,thou ſhalt not looſe thy labour, 
. He will give thee reft, Mat, 11. 28. 

Hee will give thee reſt from thine owne righteouſneſf: , that thou 
ſhalt ſee thy acceptance in the righteouſneſle of another , and (o ceaſe 
from thine owne. Hee will give thee reſt, that is, hee will till choſe 
troubles that ariſe in thine heart, and take off thoſe veiles from 
thine eyes , and the bondage that ly upon thy hart, and ſhew thee 
that he hath ſer the free from hell, death, law, ſinne paſt, preſcnt,and 
tocome, and ſo gives thee faith, which is the evidence of things not 
ſeene , which will evidence this ro thy foule : Thy ſoule no ſooner 

ehends this , bur preſcntly ir wilbe ready ro break forth in 

ſe words of Mary, Luke i. 46,47,48. My Soule doth magnifie 

the Lord, my Spirit hath rejoyced in God my Saviour : For he hath 
regarded the low eſtate of b:s handm 11d &C, 

Arid nowto draw to aconcluſion (tor as I ſaid in the beginning ) 

I have' but a Word to the Worll, 1 He gives tree liberty ro 

ome. 2. Heeinvites raee 3. He Will bid chee welcome, 4. He 
will caſe thee of all chy croublcs, | 

, Qbje. But thou wilt ſay, Hczre are indeed ſweer rules and 
bleſſed promiſes amonglt theſe things thar you have layd downe. 
But I have no abillicv to walke in the one, nor heart tvembrace or 
beleeve the other , and I finde it wricten, Jer, 10. 23. The way of 
man u not in himſelfe, It ts not in manu that walketh to dire(t hs 

eps... 
_ But conſider, hee requires nothing of thee , but what he 
tach promiſed kee will inablethee to doe. For inftance, 7/a. 1. 16. 
He requires thee, and ſaith, waſh thee and make thee clean, pat a- 
way the evill of thy doings , ceaſe to doe evill : Learne to die well, 
Here is his precept, and thy duty. Now turne from this precept to 
that promiſe, Jer. 32.8. 7 will cleanſe them from all their iniquities, 
whereby they have ſinned againſt mee, Now when thou goctt abour 
that duty required , and finde&®chy {lfe unable, then looke co thar 
ame promiſe 3 And in the apprehenſion thereof, thy ſoule ſhall 
looke up, and goc about the worke in the ſtrength (nor of thy ſelte) 
bur of the mighty God of grace , who hath ſpoken, and willdoe ic 
for thee, So for Repentance,He commands thee to rep-ar. Ads 17. 
£0.: Thougoeſt abourir, but findeſt the worke of Repentance (zrze 
aud unfayued ) too hard for tace to performe ; Then turnefrom this 


precepc. 
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precept to that promiſe, As 5431. And when thou there ſect, 


that hee rhac harch commanded thee ro repent , even the God of 


power, and truth, and that cannot lye, hach engaged nimlſelfe to 
cnable- thee tothe performance thereof, wile thou not bee encou- 
raged ? 

A gaine,He commands thee,ot to let finreigne in thee, Rom.6.1 23, 
And is notthe promile nigh thee ( ver. 14. ) chat it ſhall not reigne is 
thee 

Objef. Thou wile ſay , Theſe promiſes indeedare made to the E- 
leR, and to Saints | 

eAu(w, Let that bee granted ; Yet art thou excluded ? Canſt 
thou ſay chou art not c ? How wilt thou proveit? wile thou 
dive into the ſecret Counſell of God? Ir is too deep for thee to 
fathome, Docſ thou complain that thy wicked life dof, evidence it? 
Well ; Conſider then : haſt chou denyed Chrift> So did Pexer, 
haſt thou perſecuted Chriſt ? ,did not P4xl ſo ? And yer for all this, 
were not they eleftcd? Ina word; There is nat a man or woman 
under the whole Heavens can yuſtly or cruly ſay, he or ſhceis nor 
ele&ed , of this many reaſons and ccſtimonies might be given, bur T 
would not be tedious, 

Hee commands thee to love him , with all thy keartwith all thy 
ſtrength and wich all thy ſoul, Dex.10, 12.and Dext.30.6.The Lord 
comes in with his promiſc,laying,/ wil circumciſe thine he art, and the 
heart of thy ſeed,ts love the lord thy God with all thy heart, and with 
all thy ſoule, that thou mayeſt live, He commands Col. 3.5. 7o mor- 
tifie thy earthly members which are wpon theearth $6, And Micah 

-7.19, he undertakes the worke : Hee will ſubdne our mniquities, 
and caſt all our ons . into the depth of the Sea, 

2 Cor.13.3. The Lord faith by Paxl,T hou maſt keepe in memory, 
what «5 preached unto thee, But thou wile my ( as moſt doc ) thou 
canſt not remember ; then have recourſe to that promiſe, oh i 4 26, 
[here the Lord undertakes and promiſerh to thee, ſaying, Hee will 
teach thee all things, and bring all things to thy remembraxce , 
whatſoever he hath ſaid unto thee, So David Pſal,25, 5, jntreates 
the Lord to teach him, and.ialtrut him in his way, And in P/a/. 25, 
:T2, The Lord undcreakes the worke, and P/al. ;:. 8. The 
Lord faith to him, / will inſtrutt thee and reach thee in the way which 
thou ſhalt gee; I will guide thee with mine eye. And (0 forall things 
whatſoever the Lord thy God requirethot thee in any Scripture ; 

In the fame or another Scripture hee comes in With kis ſweet, and 
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bleffed promiſes of aſſiſtance, roenable thee unto ic : He knows rizhe 
weltas faith Feremiah,chap, 10,23Ehe way of maw is not in himſelfe, 
itzewor in man that wal<eth to dirett his ſteps, In a word, conſider ; 
There bee many of the greateſt promiſes amid(t the greatclt precepts, 
wo Dext.10,20, Hee commands thee to feare him, and fer. 32.39. 
Hee comes with a ſweet promiſe ſaying , I will give thee an heart 
tofeare mee, and in another Scripture, / will put my feare into your 
learts, Truly friend, che conſideration of this, will {weeren all the 
commands of rhe Lord unto chee, and it will cauſe th:e to ſet about 
what is required, in the ſtrengeh (not of thy fclte) bur of the Lord, 
then goe 04) , and bee (ſtrong in him and in che power of his mighc, 
Now to draw to a cencluſion, conlider theſe particulars. 

Firſt, Thar if after all cheſe (weete encourazements, invitations, 
acreatings, perſwaſtons, beſeechinzs,thou contigue ſtill in unbelicte, 
and will not cometo him that thou mayeſt have life , although hee 
doth proteſt that hian , that doth come to him, hee will in no wiſe 
altout , John 6. 37. It is the greateſt of thy ſinnes, and it may be, 
thou ſhalc heare the Lords voyce changed and eclling thee, the axe i 
iid: to the root of the tree, and hee that brings not forth good fruit 
halkbe bewen downe and caſt into the fire : Or (ſuppoſe chou ſhould- 
d heare hun ſaying to thee as once he was to Feru/alem, Mat. 23.37. 
0bFeruſalem , fernſalem , how ofren would I bave gathered thy 
dhildren together even as a Hen gathereth her Chickens,but yee 
wald not : Behold your howſe is lefe unto you deſolate, Prov. 1, 24. 
5. Becanſe I have called and yee refuſed, I have ſtretched aut my 
is dand nom regarded, veile 26, [alſo w;l lang) at your cala- 
Wey,' and mocke when your feare commerh Reade and well conſider 
tatin Heb, 12.16, 17, E/au#having flizhted and undcrvalucd his 
birthrighe, would afterwards have repented, but could nor, though 
re fouzhe is with tearcs. Therefore to day if you will heare his 
vice barden not your Learts, 

Secondly, Conſider ; The day is at hand, in which all the Nz- 
long of the world , all the Tribes, Kindreds and longucs u.dcr the 
teayens that now are, ever were or (hall be, I ay all ,both (mall and 
great ſhall be gathered rogerker before t e judgement Scat of Carilt, 
Math. 25. 32.3 » 34. &c, Ycathe Sea (hall give up her dead , and 
the Grave ſhall give up her dead : Death and Hell ſhill give up 
their: dead, Rev. 20. 12,13, 14. In another place wee rea ie, that 
We (hall all re before the judgement Seac of Chriit, ard all that 
Ter thou haſt done , good, or cvull, ſhall be laid open betore all the 

| | D world, 
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world, all thy figs, ſecret andopen , ſhall be brought to lighe ; and 
thou ſhalc ber jadead cemading to thy workes , Adath. 25, 32, 33 
34,.35. Rev. 20..42,.13.. Thea when the ſecrets of all hearts are 
laid open, if thou art found a belceyer in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
and that thou haſt made him thy cankidence , then thou fhalt in thac 
rerrible day. Rand up With boldnefſe , 1 Fobs 4.17. And thy 
Judge (which is chy Saviour, ſhall fay totheo, as in Afarth, 25,34, 
Come'yee bleſſed of my Father, inheris yee the Kingdewe prepare, 
for you - from the foundation of the world , then ſhall all tearcs bee 
wiped from thine eyes, -and ſorrow and ſighing ſhall flye away, there 
ſhall bee caſe without payne, beauty without alemiſh, credit with, 
out diſgrace, ina word, thy.priviledges and enjoyments ſhill be { 
.grear, 28 the heare of mancaanor conceive, much l-flc his tongue rc 
port : for. thou ſhale be like him. 1 abu 3. 3. 

Butsf chy name be-not wrizen in the Lambs book , if thou conti 
nueſt till in-unbelicf,and cadeft thy: days with anovill Ltc : Oh what 
2terrible day will this be unco thee | '2 Pee. 3.1 2. /Þhe heavens (ha! 
beonfire and diflalve z tho carth alfoi (hall melewirh fervent hear: 
then, ib the rocks and mountains might fall on-thee , thou would:(t 
think ir a favonr, to hidethee. from the face of him chat fitteth on the 
Fhrone, and from the wrath of che Lambe; for the great day of ki 
wrath is come : and who (haltabide 46? Rev.6.26, 17, 8c. Then (hal 
thou CO hee, Adareh, 25. 41, De 

rt from me yee ({urfed into Everlaſt 6, ed for the De 
uf and his ok Conſider a hetle, i LR any _ 

- '1: Fhqu muſt depart from thepreſenceofthe Lord, 

2," Thow 'deparcelt ( not blefled but )a curſed wretch. Depay 

from me yeeioarſed. | | ' | 
'3, Not ohety intofire;bug into everlaſting fire, nohope of retur 

miOg, + | 
br :T he companions that thou ſhalt kave there, are the Devill an 
his Angels, Depart fr om-me yee curſed imto cuerlaſting. fire , prepa- 
redfor the Devill and bus Angels, And this dreadfull S will come 
as a thicfein the night, 2 Per. 3. 10. In which the heavens ſpall paſ 
away with agreat noiſe, andthe element ſhall welt with fervent heat 
#vd the earthialſs and the works that are therein, ſpall be burnt up 
$&c.. Seeing then that all theſe things ſhall be drſſolued, 2 Pet, 3.11 
What mauner of perſpns ought you ho-be;"in-all holy converſation ani 

odlineſſe ? Oh | then take hecd , Watob and pray, for you know uot 

ew 1ear-bhe toms br. Mark 1-3: 33s T he day- of the Lord you 6 
a th47 
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rteft in the ixht, 1 Theff. 5.2. Wherefore (beloved) ſering that 
jou look for ſuch things, be diligent that you may bt found of hinn'in 
without ſpot and blameleſſe, 2. Per. 3.14. 


Thirdly, conſider, if it (hoald be a few moneths or years before 


this great and terrible day come ; yet it may nor, for oughe that thou 
knowelt, be many daycs ,no, not ſo much as many houres or minutes, 
before rhy particular end come ; in which, thou ſhale be gaſping for 
life,and breathing out thy laſt breath : If then thou look up, God 
will pear as an angry Judge ; if thou look down, the botromleſſe 
Fir will-frike terrour into thee ; on thy right hard , chy fins ſtand 
accuſing thee ; on thy left hand, the Devill-is ready to exccute Gods 
eternall fentence thee ; within thee, rhy conſcience gnawing ; 
without thee, thy friends bewailing. Se rhat look which way thou 
wilt, above thee, beneath thee, within thee, without thee ; every ob. 
{wilt adde to thy miſcrie. Therefore, Oh,remember thy (reator 
the dayes of thy youth , before theſe ebilldajer come Ecdel, 12.1. 
Intrear the Lord, as Daviddid, Pſal.39. 4. Lord make mee to know 
wine end, and the meaſure of my daies, what it ts; That I may know 
tow fraile 1 am. And wilt thou know how fraile thou art, oh vaine 
man? then conſider, 
' One ſcripture faithof thy dayes,it is as water ſpilt upon theground, 
2 Sam. 14.14. Another fcripture faith , Omr dayes are like a ſhad- 
dw. Pal. 102;1r, And as if thar were toolong, Feb ſaith, Job 7. 
7, My life us bat 4 winds : Pal, 102. 3, Our daies conſume like 
monk, wee all doe fade as a leafe , 11.64 6. All fleſh is graſſe, and 
al the glory of man, as the flawey of the grafſe , the graſſe withererh, 
andthe flowey thereof falteth away, 1 Per.1.24, And 8 if all chele re- 
{emblances ſignified roo much tength , ro hold forth the (hortnes of 
oar life ; the holy Ghoſt doth contra ic ſhorter. Pſal. 39. 5. Thew 
beſt wade my dayes as an hand breadrh. And 3s if that reſemblance 
afo,/were roo long , hefairh in the ſame verſe, Mrne age i as nothing. 
Well then doth the ſcripture in many places ſay , we are like a bubhe 
of the brooks, 4 ral that is told, or a dream. Oh how ſhould the feri- 
os confideration hereof, teach thee ſo ro number thy dayes, that thou 
| aigoref ply thine heart to true and perfeft wiſdome. Or as the 
man tric, Ecele(. $2.6. Remember thy creator before the ſilver 
ord be looſed, or the geldox bowler be broken, tor as death leaves thee, 
i Jndgement will finde chee; &c- Ina word , it 15 a peint of high 
"Wiſdome, to be often thinking arid medicacing of our latter end , for 
thiLord himſelf faith, Deuc, 32, 29, 7har = were w/e, that ws 44 
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underſtood this,to conſider their latter end. So he that made thee,teach 
and peitcct chee.. 


Tivo Words to theſe-choſen oxt of the World. 


N Ow I ſhall come to ſpeak two words to. thoſe that are choſcn 
out of tke World. 
Firſt, Generally , toall the Saints. 
- Secondly, More particularly , co the Saints under thoſe titles, or 
forms, by which they are commonly known. | 
1.:The word ingenerall, Toall that are traly godly, for now to 
you I ſpeak , even to you my fellow members, and brethren in Chriſt, 
Awake, awake, Pur on tiiy ttrength O Sox, pur on thy beautitull 
garments, O /eruſalem, thou holy (ity. Ia. 52.1. Ariſe my belo- 
ved, and come away , 2 Can, 10.13, For the day is dawning, and the 
day-ſtar arifong in your hearts, 2 Pet.1.19, 
... Oh Saints ! Conſider a little upon whac-ground you ſtand , upon 
What foundation youare built : doeft thou. believe there was (uch a 
Chriſt as the ſcriptures mention ? Deelt chou believe that this Chrilt 
took thy nature, and alſo thy fins ?- Doeſt thou beheve , that in this 
thy nature, be fulfilled the law , cook ic away, nailed it to the Crofle, 
and ſois become the end of the law to all that believe ? alſo freed 
thee from fin paſt, preſent, and ro come , and ſo from death the wa- 
ges thereof ? doeit thou conceive ; that God will make good his gra- 
cious promiſes , in particular theſe ?- Iſa. 25:7, 8, &s. He will de- 
ow in this mountain , the face-of the covering eaft over all people, 
and the waile that is fpread over all nations, He will ſwallow up death 
inwvittory: And the Lord God will wipe away tears from of all faces, 
And the rebuke of hi people foall bee raken away , out off all the 
earth, Doeft thou believe that the knowledge of the Lord ſhall cover 
the carth as the waters the Sca, and-that #e Sal all-khnow him from 
the greateſt to the leaſt. Jer.31.34.. Doelt thou believe thoſe words, 
which the Lord ſpake to Daniel, chap, 7. 27. And the kingdome, 
and the dominion, and the greatnes of the kingdome under, the whol: 
heavexs (mark this word wnder the whole heavens ) foall be given to 
the people of the Saints , fer their kingdome is an everlaſting king- 
dome , and all deminioxs, ſhall ſerve and whey tows Doelt thou be» 
lieve thoſe words, Iſa. 30, 26, Aorcover the light-of the Moone 
foal be as the light of the Sun , and the light of the Sun foal be ſe- 
| ET penfold? 
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wenfold ? Dyclt thou beliove , that che Lord will wipe away all tears 


from off all faces , and that there ſhall be no more ſorrow nor Crying 2 
neither ſhall there be any more pain. Revel.2 1.4, Dot thou believe 
what the Loi (iris, in Ifa. 34.10. And theran/omed of the Lord hall 


return , and come to © io), with ſongs, andeverlaſting joy , upon their 


heads ; They fball obtain joy and glaines ; and ſorrows and þg bing 
ſhall flie away, Doelt cava believe the Lord will heal all our back- 
flidings , all our diftraRt vns ? and compoſe all our differences 2 and 

veall his pcople one heart and one Way ? Fer, 32. 39. Read under- 
Eendingly, that iT. 1/4. 6,7, 8, 9 The Woolfe aiſo ſhell dwell with 
the Lambe, and the L2opard ſhall lie down with the Kid,andtbe Calf, 
and the young Lion, and the fatling together ; and the Cow, and the 
Reare ſpall feed their young, and lie down together. And the Lion, 
foall eate ſtraw like the O xe, and the ſucking childe ſhall play on the 
hole of the Afpe, and the weaned childe ſhall put his hand on the Coc- 
harrice den;T hey ſhall not hurt nor deſtroy in all mine holy mountain, 
for the earth ſhall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters 


, cover the Sea. Light us ſown for the righteous ; and gladnes for the 


wpright in beart. 1/4.79 11. 12. Therefore rejoyce 1n the Lord yee 
rightcousand give thanks ac che remembrance of his holines. Theſe 
(and , many ſcriptures more , wiich tor brevity I omit ) doe ſheaw 
thee, © molt noble @vercomming Saint , that glorious times 2re com- 
ming ; whaercforc, gird «p the loins of thy minde , be ſober, and hope 
tothe end, tor the grace that 15 to be brought unto thee , at the reve- 


' ation of Jeſus Chriſt, 1 Per. 1, 13, And whea heis revealed ; a- 


mongſt . many mercies , Which thou ſhalt receive, I will cnely 


menqaon Wo, 
Firft, he (hall appear without fin ; and thou ſhalt appear ſo in hitm 


Hebr. 9 the lalt. 

Secondly, Thou ſhalt be like him ; for thou ſhale ſee him, as he is. 

x John 3.2, &c. 1 hen when thy ſoule apprehends chis, it will even 

break forch into praiſes , and ſongs of deliverance, as once David : 

God let in a light , whereby ke ſaw his fins pardoned. P/al. 107. 
$4243,4» Biefſe the Lord O my ſoul , and all that is within _— e 
bis holy name. Bleſſe the Lord O my ſoule and forget not all his be- 
wefitr. Who fergiveth all thine iniquities , who healeth all thy diſ- 
eaſes, Who redeemeth thy life from death, who. crowneth thee with 

lowing 'kjndnes , and render mercies. - It thouask, why I doeci'e fo 
many ſcriptures, and not explain them, I anſwer. Remember co 


"Whom I ſpeak, that is, to the choſen generation, to the Saints _—_ 
rene. , 
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tened , and chiey have the ſamof them opened rothem already ; or at 


leaſk they have the ſpirit of God in them , which is che truclt Rey 


tounfold, or unlock the myſterie of chem, mnto them, 

Obje. 2. Bur I ſuppole ; that many of theſe forementivned 
miles were made unto particular Saints , as, to the Jews, or thefike, 
And fo have been fulfilled to thems And if ſo, Then what mattex of 
comfort ean they adminiſterunto me? 

Anſwer Suppoſe ic were ſo ; That rhey bee fulfilled already : 
( which I know, moſt doe fay ) yetin ſome meaſure ( through Gods 
goodnes ) I doc know the contrary ; they are wholly , or for the 

reateſt part, yet to be fulfilled : as I could prove by ſcripture ; but 
Tibor becauſe I would not be tedious. But ſuppoſe they were 
made to ſome particular Saints, and fulfilled co them, yet they are 
in whole, or in part, appliable to thee, 2s to inſtance in one ſcripture 
. for all oſ6.1.5. The Lord promiſed Joſbna,that he wonld never leave 
him nor forſaks bim, And the Apoſtle in Heb. 12.5. prefſeth the 
Saints to make uſe of, and co lay hold on that promiſe , as made to 
| —_ , though it was made to Fofbus many hundred yearcs be- 
ore, = 

. Objett. 3. If they be yet to bee fulfilled , it is a great queſtion 

Fate ao [ ſhall live to ſee any of them fulfilled , and # whe com- 

. fort doe they hold forth to mee ? 
Anſw. If thou doeſt not live to fee them ſulfilled with thy bodily 
eyes , yet with the cye of Faith , which is the evidence of things not 
een (with naturall eyes) Heb.11.1. Thou mayeſt ſee them fulfilled 
to thee; as the Saints Hebt.11.13. They all dyed in the Faith , not 
having received the promiſes , but having ſeen them a farre off , and 
were per{waded of them, and embraced them , that is, They lived in 
the enjoyment of them , in the Spirit. Again, 1 Theſſ. 4. 16, 17+ 
There are premiſcs made ; one, That the dead in Chriſt ſoall riſe 
frft , and another, That we ſhall ever be with the Lord, Andin the 
-.. T8, verl, He commands the Saints, that they ſhowld comfort one ano- 
ther with theſe words, Then (in one word ) this is rhe ſumme to be 
learned from herice ; that we ſhould not onely rejoyee in the preſent 
eajoyments, buclivein a full tion of (and comfort in ) w hat 
_ (hall ſhortly enjoy ;z and comfort one another with theſe 

words, 

, Is notthat time drawingneare' which is propheſied of, Rev. 11.15. 
& pep Angel ſounded, and there were great voyces in 
8, ſajing, the Kingdomes of this world are beeome the = 
s 
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dame s of our Lord, and of his Sonne (liſt , and hee foall reigne fo” 
evermore, Wherefore, moſt noble over-comming Saints, Servants 
of the moſt high, and mighty God, looke for greac alterations, and 
mighty changes. See what deſolations God will make in the earth, 
when he hach accompliſhed his worke upon mount Sion , then hee 
will Judge the Mountaine of E/as; thatis, when God hach fully 
brought up his-people zo enjoy nothing but himlelfe, rhen he will 
declate himſcelfe ro be a God taking vengeance , on his , and our ene- 
mics, Whereforerejoyge O you Saints, for the time of your ſinging 
8' come. The day of our redempcion is appearing. Howle oh 3 3- 
by{on;; Mourne ohthou proud oppoſer of Chriſt, thy pride is fal- 
ng, thy ead is comming : W ho will mourne for thee? Then (hill 
Ml thy lovers Rand a farre ff, for feare of thy rorments ; they ſtand 
fatre off, they. will not come ncare to comfort thee. Bue filentchen, 
qk all feſb , for the Lord is riſcn our of kis holy habitation. Then 
wilt thou break forth as 1n//a. 25 9;And it (hall be aid in that day, 
This 650nr God; wee have waited for him : This is our Lord; wee 
have waited for bim ; we will bee glad and reojce in his ſalvation. 
Then by this glorious appearing hee will deſtroy the tace of the co- 
vering calt over all people, and the vaile that is ſpread overall nations, 
ang hee wil {wallow up death in victory , and the Lord God will 
wipe aWay tegres , from off gll taces , and the rebuke of his people 
{ball be cakenaway, from offll che earth: for the Lord hath ſpoken 
it- }/a, 25. 7, 8, Oh $ainrs,lifc up your keads,your redemption draws 
Digh ;and now will eur God mzke good co us,that which is written, 
Zephe, 349. [will turne to the people of pure Languaze, and tiey ſhall 
_ me, with one conſent. This pure Language is the Language of 
Spirit. 

b anelnced by God to pur an end to theſe diviſions, not til 
then ſhall the envy of Ephraimdepart, and the enemies of 7 44h be 
cuc off , Ephrains not envy 7«dab , nor Zxdab vexe Ephraim. Then 
the Kingdome , and thedominion , and the greatuelte of che King- 
dome, ſhall bee given co the Kingdome of the Saints ; 1#hoſe Kinz- 
dewe, i aneveriafting Kingdeme, and all donminions ſpall ſerve and 
abey then , Dan. 7. 27. Then the Nations that will uot ſerve thee 
(chac is Chriſt in the Saints ) fall perij> Ia, 60.13 Now God, hav- 
/ing;given you all one heart, and one Way, as it is writren fer, 32. 9 


.Now: ſhall þee brouhe topaſie that faying, Ia. 11. 6, 7, 8. The 


Woolfe ſhall dwell with ths Lambe ,. and the Ltopard ſhall lze dawne 
with the Kid &&.. verle 9. They ſpat! not burt nor deſtroy in «ll 


mine 
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min: holy mountasne, for the Earth ſhall be full of the knowledge of 
the Lod , as the waters cover the Sea, The envy of Eparaim ſhall 
deprt , andthe Adverſaries of Judah ſhall beent off : Then all you, 
the Ilracll of God, ſhall have your Fathers law written in your 
hearts Then you ſhall ceaſe, reaching one another, ſaying, know the 
Lord , for they ſhall all of them know mee , from the leaſt to the 
greateſt of them, ſaith the Lord, Jcr. 31. 34 

My deare friends , Ihave much more to write unto you of theſe 
things, buc bxing more ſtraiened in time , than in love ; at preſent, 
I (hull pafl- by waoy things , ficſt concerning the reſti:uuon of all 
things ſpoken of Roms, 8.19, 20, 21, 22,23. and Atts 3 20, 21, 22, 
23,24. And foin many other Scripcures, which for preſent | omit, 
and then , what ſhall tollow upon the reſtitarion of all chings Rev, 
IT, 15. Rev,21. 2,3, 4. Theſe things were in my heart, to writeof 
 diſiaRly, ſceing taar all, as well $aintrs as ſinners are extreamcly 
ignorant of che'e things, though molt clearly held forth mn Scripture, 
thata 1nan can hardly ſpeake ot them, though he ſpcaks no mor? than 
the Hiſtory holds forth, but one is offended and another is troubled, 
therefore at preſent 1 am blencthcrein+ As our Lord faid, I have 
more things to ſpeake,but yee cannot beare them new ; and this 
Scripture likewiſe, Haft thou faith? have it ro thy ſelfe $c.S0 | palle 
-by caar which chou ſhalt ſhorcly enjoy , and come to {peakea tew 
words of what many of the Saiats doe already enjoy, and oh that all 
the *aints did but truly conſidgr theſe enſuing things, Which I never 
-+ of man , neither was I taught themby aan : bur of God 
alone. 

Thou 'hatart a b:leever, conſider ; © * 

Firſt, The law that chou haſt broken, Chriſt hath kept, fulfilled, and 
taken away. 

Secondly , Thy finnes which were many, both original] , and 
aftull, of omiſſion, and commiſſion, thy (ins paſt, thole preicnr, 
and thoſe to come,are all laid upon Chrilt,anJ ths wages due co them 
heereceived, | | | 


Thirdly, Conſider, Upon what accompt thou now ſtandeſlt, 
before the Father, not of chine owne righteoutneſk but the rightcoul- 
nefle of Chriſt, F 

Fourthly., Conſider , That thou being made free from fin , doeſt 
reckon thy ſclfe ſo,Rom:6. 11. Likewi/e reckon your ſelves to be dead 
indeed unto fin, but alive unto God. 

Fifthly , Whca thou art thus built upon Chriſt ; and __ 
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and 

prehend with all Saints, whatis the height, and depth, breadth, and 
length of his love, and to know the love of Chxilt , which paſfeth 
knowledge. 

Now followes , the fruit of this knowledge z The ſoule that is 
enlightened, will not goe on in finne, but the love of Chriſt will con- 
ſtrane him from a courſe of finne, I (hall ſpeake a word toevery one 
of theſe particulars, briefly, and plainely. 

1. Of thefirſt, the Law, that thou haſt broken, Chr;/? hath kept, 
fulfklled , and taken away. The Law required obedience of thee, 
Chriſt comes, and yeelds obedience for thee, and impures it to thee, 
Rom. 5.19. As by the diſobedience of one, many are mate ſinners ; (0 
by the abedience of one , ſhall many bee made righteous, The Law 
required the keeping of every title , of thefirſt and ſecond Table, 
Chriſt comesand walkes upto it, ſtep by ſtep. So that the Law could 
no ſooner require obedience, but preſently Chriſt yeclds obedience, 
8it was in the old Teſtament propheſied , and in the new,reltified of 
him, The Law required an hely life; Chriſt lived a by life : The 
Law required perte& obedience , as well in the principles , as in the 
practiſe; Chriſt yeelds it in both : The Law requires death for the 
laſt diſobedience , and though Chriſt had not broken ir inany title, 
yet hee RR perſons of thoſe that had broken it, became 
obedient unto the Law in this alfo, Phillip. 2. 8, And being found in 
faſhion 4s a man, he humbled himſelfe, and became me aAnto 
ieath, even the death of the Croſſe : And that the Law is done a- 
way by Chriſt ſee 2 Cor, 3. foure times in that chaprer ir is ſaid robee 
done away. Alſo Rom. 7. Rom. 10.4. and ſothe 2, 3, 4. chap. tothe 
Galatbians, and many other Scriptures. 

2, Conſider , Thy finnes Which are many, both originall, and 
Ruall, of omiſſion , or commiſſion, againſt the firſt Table, or che 
kcond,, thy ſins, palt, preſent and co come, are all laid upon Chriſt, 
ind the wages due to then hee received , Ifai.53 6. And the Lord 
bath laid on him,the iniquities of 4 all ; 1 Pet, 2. 24. Who himſelfe, 
bare our ſins in his owne body , onthetree, &c. 2Cor.5.2t. Hee 
hath made him to be ſin for us , that knew no fin , that we might bee 
made the righteouſneſſe of God in him, Mat,8. 17. Himſelfe tooke our 
infirmities, and bare our ſickne(ſes, | 

3. Conſider , Upon what accompt you ſtand before the Father, 
vs, not of your own righteouſne, but upon the accompt of the 
tighteouſneſſe of Jeſus Chriſt, 1 Cor, 1, 39, Hee is made unto us , 

E : wiſdome, 


in hum, Zpbe.z.19,19, Then thou ſhalt be able tocom- 
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wiſedome ,righteouſneſſe ſanFification,and redemption. Phil, 3.9. And 
be fonnd in by wot having mine owne righteonſnefſe, which # ofthe 
Law, but that which is through the Faith of Chrift,the righteo®(u, ſe 
of God by Faith, 

4. Conſider , If the Law befulfilled ,- thy finnes pardoned , and 
thou now ſtandeſt before thy Father , by the righteouſneſſe of ano. 
ther, Then thou canſt not bur looke upon-thy ſelfe as free from lin, 
and ſo brezke forth, as in Rom. 6.11, Likewiſe, reckon your ſelve; 
dead unts finne indeed , but alive unto God. Being then made free 
from ſinne, yee became the Servants of Righteouſneſſe,' Rom. 6, 18, 
But now being made free from ſin,and betome Servants to Gd, yee 
bave your fruit unto holine(ſe and the end everlaſting life, Rom 6.22 
Collo. 1. 22,- Hee hath reconciled you in the body of his fleſh through 
death , to preſent you holy , and unblamtable , and nnreprovable ;x 
his fight, 1 Thefl. 3.134 Nowonethatls, 1. Holy, 2. Uablamcable, 
3: Uoreproveable, muſt needs be free fromſin, 

'S. crod thou arrthus roored and grounded in love, thou (halt 


be able ro@mprehend with all Saints , hat « the breadth, ani 
length, and height, and depth, and to know the love of Chriſt, which 
neferk knowledge , Ephe. 3. 18,.So ſpalt thou be filled with all thc 
fulneſſe of God, verſe 19, My thinks I ſee mavy of the Saincs, cven 
breaking forth in the language of Adgry, Luke 46, 47. 48.” 1y ſoul: 
doth magnifie the Lord , my Spirit doth rejoyce in God my Saviour, 
(and then gives occaſion of. this Joy ) for he hath regarded the low 
eſtate of his hand-maid. The tongue of thedumbe doth begin to 
ſing, the eyes of the blind to deopened, and the cares of the deafe to 
heare. Reade. the 35, of 1/aiah : that whole chapter, briefly and 
plainly layes downe,by way of prophetic ; that he, our tender father, 
is bringing downe the mighty from their ſcat, and cxalcing them ot 
low degree : yea , he rebuketh Kings for your ſakes ; your God, is 
no. reſpecter of perſons : If Kings and Princes rebell againſt him, 
and his choſen ones, hee will bring downe their heads as low as the 
block, and if theſe great ones endeavour to ſeperate God and his peo- 
ple, God will ſeperace their heads from rheir bodies , -you ſee thelc 
dayes of ours doe witneſke to this z- in a word , He is pulling downe 
the, Kingdomes of men, and ſetting up.the Kinzdome of his dearc 
Sonne, And how doththe brutiſh Malignant, ragc,and the poor blind 
Presbyterjan murmulire, ar the goiog of of Gods worke, let mee ay 
to both as Prov, 1,22, How long you ſimple ones , will you love 
Simplicity > What ; doe you notknow that God, harh an attribute 


of 
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'of jaltice, that he will magaifie, as well as that of his mercy. 1f he 
afflit-his own dear children whom he ſo loves, will he not execute 
/ ger on hisadverſaries ? Beſilent then all fleſh before him, for 
theLord will bring to- paſſe his work ; yea his ſtrange work. True 
Juſtice hath no reſpe of perſons : wherefore turn your murmuring, 
and repining , into rejoycing , and thankſgiving for the juſt judge- 
ments of God, upon the enemies of his truth. O you moſt noble 
ng Tn, ſervants, of the moſt high God, you ſhall judge 
'Angelsas well as earthly Kings, © Your Father loves you, and there- 


*fore he will honour you , (nay, he doth honour thee already. ) Thoſe 


that bonowr me I'will hanogr, faith the Lord, Firſt, 

1, He cals thee his ſervant, and that is a great honour, to be a (cr- 

vant to ſo heavenly a Prince, bur, as if chat were too little, 
--2, Hecals you his choſen ones, his friends, fob 15.1 5. 

3. He cals you his brethren and filters. Heb,2.1 1. 

4. He cals you his ſonnes and daughters , a more near relation, 
yet aSif that were a ſtile roo low to expreſle his tender love unto 
wt He cals you his choſen Spouſe,and Wife,Rev.21.9. 

\ 6, Hecals you members of his own body, r Cor.13.12, 

©7. Hee tels you, yee are cohcires wick himſelf, Roms. 8.17. 
_-8. Hetels you, that the glory that che Father gave to him, he hath 
viven to you ; that you may be one, as the Father and he areone, 

9. He tels you, that youare not onely one in the body ; bur one in 
the ſpiritalſo, 1 Cor.6. 17, 

\ 10, Andlaſtly, He tcls you that this is but a ſhort taſte of what 
you ſhall be, x 704.3. 1.3- 

. How will the confideration of theſe near relations cauſe you to 
break forth with che holy Ghoſt, 1 70h.4. 17. As he i ſo are we in 
this preſent world, Or aSin Heb.2,11, Both he that (anRitieth, and 


ey that are ſandtified are all one : again , Hence itis, that the Lord 
fat 


th, He that toucheth them , toucheth the apple of mine eye : In'a 
word,the Lord takes all che wrongs done to any of his,as done to him- 
{lf, Sanl,Sanl, why pſeemne thou mee? I was an gras, and 
yee gave me no meat : 1 was thirſty , and you $oue me n0 drink, 1 


was a ſtranger, and you took me nat in : naked, and yee cloathed me 


wet. Sick, and in Priſon, and you vifited me not : 1n aſmuch as you 


did it not to one of the leaſt of theſe , you did it not tomee, 
Again, conſider, As thy moſt wiſe Ged, turns all things to his own 
Yory ; ſolikewiſc he turns them my good : To inſtance o_—_ 
s 2 ngs 
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things, as firſt ; The very fall of Adam , wherein the Devill choughe 
to haye wrought thy ruine, God in his wiſdome hath turnediirto thy 
2rcateſt good, And in the ſame thing, wherein the Devill thought to 
calt thee, thy God appointed to recover thee : Adam fell through 
unbelicf; thou riſeſt again by Faith ; and the ſtate in which thou 
Ratideſt in the ſecond Adams , is a more firme and glorious Rate than 
that of the firſt Adams. So that thou haſt gotten many priviledges by 
his fall : For inſtance, | | 

I, Adam, though made without ſin, yet might fin. Now it is im- 
poſlible for thee , as thou art madea new creature by Chriſt, to ſin, 
1 T0h,3.6;9. 

2, The firſt 4daw was made inferiour to Angels , but the ſecond 
Adam hath made thee equall with (if not aboveNthe Angels LZik, 22, 
36, HMatth,22 30. 

3. The firſt Adaw had power over viſible creatures of the carth; 
bur thou ( being reſtored by the ſecond Adam ) haſt power over 
principalities, and ſpirituall wickednefles in bigh places. Zpheſ.6,12, 
2 Cor. 10.4. 

4. Adam was made righteous, and that was a glorious ſtate , but 
the ſecond Adam hath made thee the righteonſnes of God in him, 

'2 Corin.s5, verſ.21. 

$. The firſt Adam, in his beſt eſtate , was ſubje&ro fall by the 
temptation of evil Angels, But nothing can make a ſeparation bc- 
tween thee and thy God. Rem.8.35. 

6. Adam had buta temporall paradiſe, at the beſt ; but the ſonn«s 
of S;ex by virtue of their ſecond Adam have a ſpiritual Paradiſe, Hev, 
T2, 32,23: 

Oh,the depth of the riches both of the wiſdom and knowledgeofi 
God, how wnſearchable are his judgements, and his wayes paſt finding 
eur. Well doth Fohn ſay, Ioh.3.36, Hee that believeth on the ſoune, 
hath everlaſting life , mark : he doth not ſay he al have everlalt» 
ing life z but he hath it already, And particularly he hath it thus, 

1. He hatheverlaſting life 1n the promiſe ; Feare nor little flock: 
it. is your fathers good pleaſure to give you the Kingdome 

2, Hehath it in the firſt fruits : for what is keaven , but: a more 
full cojoyment hereafter of what is here ? 

3. Hc hath it ever now in poſſeſſion, by Chriſt his head ; for Chrift 
his head isentred in already.. Oh then you ſervants of God | If you 
| Beentred into heaven, if you havereccived a kingdome that cannot 

be moved; Serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear. 
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So having ſpoken a word in generall, toall the ſons of Zion ; give 
me leave to ſpeak a word in particular to each of them under their 
ſeverall forms, and herein, I (hall ſomwhat differ from the praQtice 
of molt men. 


I ſhall firſt take notice of thoſe things that are commendable in 


the Saints, ro Whom I write; tocheriſh and commend that, And 
Secondly, Reprove them ſharpely ( but yer in the Spirit of love 
and mecknes ) for the evill among them. So did Paxl with the 
Charch of Corinth. 1 Corin, 1.4. and fo to the 15; verſe. So dealt 
Chriſt with the Church of Zphe/us Rev. 2. from the firſt verſe tothe 
end of the fifr. And in the ſame manner he ſpake to the Church of 
Pergammw, Revel, 2, from the 12. verſe to the end of the 16, And 


ſo when he wrote to the Church of Thyatire, Revel. 2:18, 19. 7 


kyow thy works, and charitie, and ſervice, and faith,and thy patience; 
and how thou groweſt , for thy laſt works be more than thy firſt. So 
having taken notice of the things commendable, and praiſed them 
for that, verſe 20. in the next place ( not the firſt ) he reproves their 
evill, ſaying, Newerthele(ſe | have a few things againſt thee,c>c. 

In thisorder or method , I ſhall at preſent {peak ; not in oppoſition 


to, ordeniall of any way now in practice amonglt the godly , and 


warranted by the Scriptures, 


A Word to thoſe that have taken to themſelves the name 
of PRESBYTERIANS, 


the rocking of his Word. And'I my ſelf, muſt acknowledge to the 


glory of Go id m 
venly refreſhments by your teachings, and ſolid diſcourſes, both 
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; by you ; and in ſome other things , I have-been convinced by you, 
and in ſome other things, have been confirmed by you: Theſe things 
1 ſpeak by experience z and beſides , I have heard from ſome others, 
that they have alſo reccived the like benefits from the Lord by you. 
Again, Many of you are menof tender conſciences ; In fo much thae 
when you ſee but the very appearance of evil), you will abſtain from 
it, And the Charitie of many of you to the Poore is very large, as ap- 
pears by the relation of many poore Souls, whoſe bowels you haye 
refreſhed ; and appears alſo by your Rirring up others, tothe per- 
formance of that duty. 

Bur my Brethreo ! there are faults amongſt you : therefore T have 
a few things againſt you. 

1. Wt y doyou fofrequently complain yo__ this preſent Parlia. 
ment, and Army , faxing ; they be pulling down Magiftracy and Mi. 
niſtry?are they pulling down any ſuch Magiſtracy or Miniſtry,asChriſt 
hath ſet up? Or elſe ſuch as Anti-chriſt hach ſer up , and acted hig 
deſigns by ? Let him thar is ſpirituall judge: if you-examine our pre- 
ſent Magiſtracy and _— y the word of Truth; you ſhall cafily 
ſce, that thcy are not according to Chriſt, but to Anti-chrilt. 

Firſt, Touching the Magiſtrate, T appeal to your Conſciences; 
Hath he been the Magiſtrate of God, tor good to thee, in countenan-- 
cing them that do well ; and puniſhing of evill doers, or rather ; 
Hath he not continually, for a long time, puniſhed thoſe that doc woll; 
and countenanced thoſe that do ill : Herein, I- will appeal to che ſong 
of Sex to judge : Have they nor baniſhed, impriſoned, reproached, 
perſecuted, deſpiſed, and contemned , and that to the highelt pitch 
of their power, . all choſe , in-whom the fruits of the Spirit of Chriſt 
- have appeared in any meaſure > An is this a lawfull authoricy 

which we ought to obey ? Then let-us never accompt it blaſphe- 
my, to ſay, that the moſt wicked of aQions are lawtull and jult ; For 
is any thing lefſe' from the will of God , or more contrary to his 
. coinmands, than this ? 1s not one unrighteouſnes asabſolute a tranſ- 
oreſſion as another > , 

Itis worth your pains to examin , what lawfull authority is ? and 
let us conſider, 

Itis ſaid, Row. 13.1. The' powers that bee , are ordained of Ged. 
There isno power (that is Iawtull Jbat it is of God ; for this is moſt 
true, that the moſt hi h God is to reigne in che kingdome of men: 
and whoſoever arc his inſtruments in governing, they muſt derive 
their power from him, and aR purcly the. command of God, and 


more, 
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more, nor no leſſe, but even ſo; 28 it is recorded of the children of 
Iſrael. Exod.39.42,43. They bad done the worke of the T abernacle, 
as the Lord had commanded, even ſo they had done it. And ( there- 
fore it follows Moſes bleſſed chem. W herefore were they bleſl::d 2 
Sure, you ſce, not for their own inventions, but for their obedience: 
ſopurely and exaRly after the command of God. ' And Pax! faith, 
Be not the ſervants of men , that is ; doe not you oblerve the thiogs 
that men doc command , unlefſ: God hath commanded-them, Bur 
you will ask, How may we know the true power ,. from the falſe ? 
Oh, that you were ſoteachable. Then . | 

The Scripture will tell you, that the Jawtull powers are of God ; 
born of his Commandcements , and bearing his image , holy as he is 
holy ; being a terrour not to good-works, bur to e vill. And whoſo- 
ever doth 1efiſt this power ( onely this ) he refifteth the Ordir ance of 
God, and ſhall receive jud2ement co himſelf. 

But the Parliament and Arty do not refit this power ( ſpoken of 
by. Paul co be obeyed ) Bubthey doe reſiſt (and 4 adinire that you 
the Secrs dove not {ee it, that they dorefilt ) that power ({poken of by 
Much, Mic.3. 11. The heads thereof that ave judge for reward (aid 
that eſtabliſh iniquity by a law } the Prieſts thcreof that teach for 
bire, and the Prop'rets thereof that divine for money; and yetlean 
upon the Lord and fay, i xort the Lord among ſt us ; 'Noevill can come 
upon 4, That the powers of this nation {( that have been reſiſted ) 
have been and are {uch , their lace ations are proofes , than which 
nothing can be more full or plaine, to menof reaſon. 

2, For the Miniſtry, that are ſaid, to be pulling down : what are 
they ? Apoſtles trom Chriſt or from our Univerſities 2 who hath 
tauzhe them > Godor man.? How are they conſtituted Miniſters ? 
By. God or man? a power incernall or externall ? . By the band 
and power of Guds Spirit upon their ſouls, and in them ; or the 
hands of fleſh upoa their heads of ie{h, without them 2 They falt and 
pray for them ; butis iz. chezctore certain, that God doth hear and 
grant that particular thing ? Whatis their principl: 2 Ihe Spirit ard 
living power of God ? Or tix naturall and carnall Spirits of men ? 
What is thcir knowledge 2 Of Faith, or of reaſon mcerly humane ? 


Is it of the Type, or Trurh? Letter, or Spirit? Forme, or Power? 
have they recervedic by Revelation , or Tradition ? And whatis tle + 


end of molt of ch.m2. Is itnor + oridly honour and power , carti-ly 
riches? will they preach ii ct1cic profirjuavite them not ? Doe they 
reckon them{clves rewarded, it tacy cceceivenor money? Is not their 


cry 
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cry great, and their labour extream for Mammon, judge you, But 
theſe Miniſters are made fuch, in a way of imitation : They ſay, they 
follow the pattern of the Apoſtles : But is it ſo ? The Apoſtles had 
a glorious Spirit of light ard power, poured out upon them ; migh- 
tily manifeſted in them, ſo that they were in a holy extaſte, ſeeming 
asincn drunk , filled not with Wine, but the Spirit : that they plain- 
ly aw the promiſes and propheſies fulfilled in them ; and the world 
alſo might ſee, and fay, that God was in them, becauſe of the works 
that were done by them. They profeſſed and declared, that they had 
not their dofrine of man, nor by man ;* bur by God : they were nct 
inſtrued through, or by means of the fleſhly Organs, or faculties ot 
their bodies : orany fleſhly, or outward forme, Bur ay they, the 
Goſpel of God is revealed-in us , from Faith co Faich ; the Spirit of 
God doth reveale ittous ; we have taſted, and ſeen, and felc of the 
Word of Life. The things of God knows no man , but the Spiric of 
God; but we have the Spirit, &c. And now are the pourings our 
of the Spirit upon all fleſh , heretofore propheſied and promiſed, &c. 
By all whichand other expreffions of ſcriprure, whichare many and 
abundanc ; it is apparent that the Apoſtles had a miniſtration ef light, 
life, power, and efficacie in them ; which went forth by them in 
marveilous operations, Now they could with great boldnes and 
clearnes declire, and\Preach the myſteries of the Goſpel ; becauſe 
they had a clearneſke of ſight of them , 'by a proper demonſtration 
and immediate nanifeftation,the Spirit of God dwelt in them, taught 
them plainly ; and they certainly knew , that he taught them ; chey 
had ſure exp:ricnce , as wee by. our bodily fight have experience or 
knowledge, that the Stn fhineth. 
But amongſt all theſe pretenders to the miniſtry , and:that appro- 
priate to themſelves that fun&tion, fo diſtin, as being the true and 
ſingular Apoſtle-imaracors , or as if they were thereunto anointed and 
fanRtified above the reſt of Chriſtians, their brethren ; where is he 
that God hath made (o diſtin& by any guifts or endowments which 
either are comparable torthoſe of the primitive Chriſtians , or doe 
competently inable him ro declare the myſtery of rhe Goſpel which 
as ſpirituall, ſe deepe and myſterious ? Or wherein is he a Miniſter 
' more than an ordinary Chriſtian ? Nay I will be bold to ſay, that 

if they that are called the Miniſters, had bur ſo much true light of the 
Goſpell revealed in them , as many private weake Childrenof God, 
it would cauſe themabſolutcly to be aſhamed to be termed Miniſters, 
ſo unlike are they to and untruly counted ſuch, Can their humane 
" + wiſedome, 
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.wiſcdome, their ſchoole- learning and arty, wh ichire fleſh and of the 


world , unfold unto them the myſtery of Godlinefſe ( fo great ? ) 
.If fo, thenthe Apoſtle ſaid not truly , That God bath hid the things 
of bus Spirit from the wiſe and pradent of the world, and revealed 
them to babes. And then alſo may the naturall man perceive the 
things of God, though Pan! ſaith he cannor. 
And now if all your worldly and fleſhly wiſedome be no more 
to be accompted of , what then is your miniſtry ? What is your 
 complaiat and murmuring againſt the Authcrity of the Nation ? 
Whartare they pulling down, Apoſtles of Chriſt,or impoſters of Anti- 
chriſt, Shepherds thac feed the Sheep,or Walves that devoure them;do 
they pull dowve their feeders ? or elſe their fleceers ? Are they pul- 
ling downe leaders or ſeducers ? May I not fay to you in this caſe as 
our bleſſed Lord faid to Nicodemus in another caſe, John 3.10, 
Are you Maſters in Iſrael , and know not theſe things, Indeed they 
are pulling downe ſuch a miniſtry as is ſpoken ot by the Prophet 
Micah, Micah 3.5. Thws ſaith the Lord, concerning the Prophets 
that make my people erre, that bite with their teeth ,and yet cry peace, 
and he that putteth not into their months , they even prepare warre 
againſt him, And in the next verſe yourmay reade their judgement ar 
| 12 .* 


St 
bon Wal then, will-yon-be offended” withParliamentand Army for 
tiling downe ſuch'a magiſtracic and miniſtry,as this , let me beleech 
you: Give over with ſpeed leaft:youtull with them. 

"Againe ; My friends: I doe admire-that you-complaine of the 
badneſſ of cheſe tines ; ſurely you "de bur dreame, fot if you doe 
awalle; 'youſhdll phinly fee , thatithty are the-beſt times Wich-vs in 
"Ewvyland, that ever weeatl!,' tolive by faith, what ? Hath the Lord 

with rt Beſome of deſtrution fwepraway'the head of the encinies 
of truth ? Andyer ſad times ? © - | + | b\ 
!What? Doth' hee take Princes and Lords which were ſo-high , 
nd bring 'their Heads {5* lows- thie (Blodcke 2 (And yer fd 
times ? 1, *48t;: UT © p | + 3 F-#T , ' 
What ? Have.the Saints in obedience tothecommand of their Fa 
ther, given chem rodrink of the bitter , that thtyhave given you {o 
long ? And yet fad tmies'?” or roms, cen 
'9 iWYhat ?'Is the Lord" making inquifition'forblool ; and: meeting 
"the' fame medſtire'to his enemies, as they have meeted rb his people ? 
"An& yet ad times? Whar? Is the Lord magnifying the attribute of his 
Juſtice, npon his and ——— encmics ? 'Artd yet fad _ A 
ral t: 
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: What ? Is the Lord pulling downe the powers of the world, and 
the Kingdomes of men.,and ſetting up,or atleaſt making way to ſer up 
the Kingdome of his owne deare Son? Aad yet fad times ? 

Hath the Lord proſpered our Armics and given us fo many 
Vitorics over them that would have devoured us ? And yer {ad 
times ? 

My Brechren': Iamafraid you did not mourne with 7ers/alem, 
becauſe you doe not now re joce with her. It is true, unto ſome, the 
tunes are {ad, but to whom ? 

Anſw. 10 the deceivers of our nation, for rheſe times doe diſco- 
ver them, and ( plaioly ) 'itis a bad time for falſe Prophets and cor» 
rupt Judges , for God hath threatned their ruine, it is bad times tor 
Babylen. and all her brats, forthe day of her deſtruRtion is dawning, 
and the houre of her plagues is comming whenKings andPrinces,No- 
bles and Merchants, ſhall all lye howling, weeping and wailing, cry- 
irig alas, 4/45, And all the Saints ſhall (tand before the preſence of 
their tender Facher , ſing ing, 7ejoycing and praiſing the Lord for his 
judgements npon their enemits. | 

Againe; Yeu Miniſtcrs of the Presbiterian Congregations , me- 

| hinks you have loſt your beauty : .1 doe not ſce you in theaffcQions 
of the Heires of promiſe , the Sonnes of 'Sion as formerly , the cauſe 
of ehis mult be 10 the people gr in your ſelves ; and I have ſpenta lit- 
we time, and made diligent ſearch for to finde where the caulc lyes, 
and have, withan impatrtiall,heart, weighed the Saints in one bal- 
lance and. you in,another : And 1 finde yow, not thew,.to light. 1 
.mcanc, }I find thecanſe of yoar bring lcighted.ro be in your ſelves, 
:Wherefare les me intro -you ro:take a word of adyice from me, for, 
I affure.you; I-have taken adviſe. from you, and ( 1 hope ) ſhall a- 
- gaine,, though you looke upon. me as oncly-worthy to be your (er- 
vant or {choller, and not your teacher, yet I pray you, minde what 
16 Gith, Hr will v0 deſaſe che compſett of hs Servant. And if you 
:Will: indegg, heare, with your cares, treaſure up in your hearts, and 
praQtiſe in your lives theſe enſuing things, you ſhall ſoone grow in fa- 
. Your both with. God aud man. , -- 
©. ;Then (here be foure rhings that you mult lay afide and forfake, and 
there be five things that you muſt immediately doe. . 
«c;Firſh Jay; fide. or;Jcave. of charging your hearers for breach of 
* the Scorch Copenant, untill you. have repented of your owne breach 


-.of chat Covenant, tor how. can you preach, thow ſhalt nor fteale and 
boldly reprave another for ſin, when 
; you 


Riealc your (elves ? How can you 
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you your ſelves are guilty of the ſame Þ How can you pull our the 


moac that is in your brothers eye , untill you have pulled out the 
beam,that is in your own eye. I will appealco your vcry Conſcience 
then, whether you be not breakers of covenant in the higheſt nature: 
For ſaith che Covenant , Tow muſt bring to condigne puniſhment all 
Aelinquents : and you have often declared in the Gow of your Con- 
gregations , beſides, in your private diſcourſes , that the King was 
adelinquenr in the higheft nacure : and yer almoſt all of you were a- 
inſt che bringing tum co conigne puniſhment, Shall not many 
.of the Army, which never took the Covenant ; and yer had their 
bands in bringing malignants to puniſhment, riſc up in judgement a« 
ioft you, which took a covenant to doe it ; and yet above all men 
were againſt it; If this be goc breach of Covenant, I do not know 
Whar is a breach, 
Again, you covenanted to endeavour in your places, the reforma- 
tion of Religion, according to the (criprures ; bur if you ex1mine 
yoar Church-diſcipline by thoſe rules chere hcl4 forth , and you ſhall 


ſee you have broken the Covenant in this alſv. And more Icould 


fhcw you ; but a word tothe wiſe is enough : O my dear friends 
doe not you belike the Tribe of Lews in the daycs of 1/aiah, 1/a. 28 
7. They erre in viſion, they ſtumble in judgement ; I fay, donutyou 
be like them in thcir fin, leaſt the Lord make you like them in their 
puniſhmene ; and fo ſpeak to his people as [/a. 28, 11. With a ftans- 
amering lip and another tongue will be ſpeak, to his people : and you 
that alictle before were cryed up of many , as the oncly Minitters of 
the Goſpel , now are made like to thoſe prophefied of 12145 - 6,7. 
Therefore night ſhall be unto you , that yee ſhill nat have a viſion, 


. andit ſhall be dark, unto you, that yee ſhilb not divine 3 and rhe Sun 
fall goover the Prophets, andthe day ſhall be dark, over them. Then 


all the Seers be aſhamed , and the Diviners confounded : yea, they 
ſhall all cover their faces, for there is no an[wer of God, | 

2, Lay afide or leave off, char cold, luk. warm, letrer-preaching, 
Which ſcems to be onely in the notion , received from) tradition; ba- 
ving a form, bur not the power : Rememb-r how it was with Pad, 
he compared ſpiritual things with ſpiritual ; and mo;t of you 
(for I ſpeak not of all } compare letter with letter , and ſo come up 
with a voice of words, ſo cold, that ſome of your hearers begin to 
ſleep, and ethers to withdraw from your Congreyationg. Thoſe that 
docindcedatrend co what you ſpeak , are profitred very lictle,by it, 
0 come then, in the fulne(e of the Goſpel of Chriſt ; and as you vave 

4 <__ " 


received 
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received the, gift (ot ſtiadled) fo adminifter the ſame, See what 
Pat faith, Kondo. v..$." 1 will not dxre to ſpeak, of theſe thing, 
which Chriſt hath not wrought in mee :-to makg the Gentiles ohe. 
dient by word and deed. Again, 2 Cor. 10.15,16, wee will not 
(ſaith the eApoſtle) boaſt of things without our meaſure ; that is, of 
other mens aboun : wee mill preach the Goſpel, and not beaſt in 
avorber toans line ; of things made ready to our hands. Let me then 
appeil'to your conſciences, whether this be your praRtice, Again, 
Why ds you tye your ſelves, topreach onely fo lorg , and not ſome- 
times longer, or ſhorter : did ever the Prophers or Apoſtles doe ſo ? 
Why,db you tye yout ſclves, to {peak oncly from one text, in one Scr- 
moh > wg the Prophets and Apoſtles ze themſelves conſtantly 
4x your do your ſelves to this. But"rfiink nbc thac I write againlt 
pteacking an houre, or ſpeaking from , or to a particWar text ; for | 
am nor againſt it ;, but.onely, this your making tics ; where God 
doth not tie you , and cry up forms, more then the power of god- 


6; < | | 
'» Leave off the Idolizing of Hithane learning,” and'ale it oncly 
in. its place; then you will took upon it as. convenient , bur not of 
abſolute neteOitic : it will inable you With expreffions , but not 
With ſfiritaalf interpretations, Never think that you know more of 
the minde of Chrilt'than'pthers,, becauſe you know-more of the ton- 


den they | Alas !' rake all che learning, arts, parts, in the whole 
ord; and give them together into one man ; yet this man by 21! 
his parts, wir, and arts, in Logick, tongues,and phyloſophic,is unable 
to Five a true ſpirituall ſence of one of the eaſteſt and plaincſt ſcri- 
tures. , Theſpiriruall myſterie is ſo lygh, he cannot reach jt ; ſo dup 
hat he-cannot fathom it ; ſo long, he cantiot mealure it; and ſo broad, 
thac he'tandot comprehend it. Henct it is , that many in our daics, 
are great ſchollers in humanirie, and mcer ignorants1n divinitic, Was 
not Paul agreat ſcholler , as he teſtifiech of himſelf; and yer jgno- 
aſi of Chriſt , knpwing nothing of the* fpiritaall ſence of ſcriptures. 
OY you fchol: ts, aye you beeh' fo tongat Oxford and Cambridge(ths 
two eyes of bur nd) and can yod nor ſee. without SpeRtacles; have 
you been at the fortntiin, and mult the ſtreams teach you? Doe you 
.not know, that thete is a ſpitituall learning as'well as a humane ? It 

wh ale +: Why do, yol Live. 4 falſe interpretation'of molt 
ſcriptures ; ethos jn the litrerall , When) they are to be under- 
ſtood, iti the ſpi ituall ſence... ' To tiſtance; ip onefor all, 2 Pet. 3.16, 
There are ſomethings hard to be underſtood, which they that are un- 


learnea 
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learned wreſt , as they doe alſo other ſcriptures to their own deſtrufti- - 


on, Now the queſtion is , of thoſe things in Paxls Epiſtles, which 
Peter here ſpeaks of, as hard co be underitood , and which the igno- 
raat did wreſt, the queſtion is : What is meant here, by wn/carned ? 
Doth hee mcan unlcarned in humane, or unlearned in ſpirituall 
things ? 

F Aſo Mee thinks: the Apoltle in the ſame verſe, reſolves the 
cruple. 

1, For, firſtitis ſaid, Paxl wrote thoſe things according to the 
wiſdome given wnto him z,which is not meant wildome of the world, 
tor God doth accompt that but tooliſhnefle (faith the ſcripture) and 
Paul reneunccd ir allo, and fiid ; / came not with excellency of 
words, or of wi/dome, ſhewing unto you the teſtimony of God : Nei» 
ther (laith he ) food my Word and Preaching , in the enticing ſpeech 
of mans wiſdome ; but tn plain evidence of the Sirit , and of power: 
that your Faith ſhould not be in the wiſdom? of men, but in the power 
of God. Ani we ſprak wiſdome,and not the wiſdome of this world,ch c. 
but we ſpeak the wiſdome of God in a myſtery , even the hid wiſdom, 
&c. which the Princes of this world have not known, oc, But God 
bath revealed them unto us, by his ſpirit , which ſearcheth the drepe 
things ef God, oc. and which we-have received, that we may kurw 
the things that are given to us of Ged, (fc. Which thinrs alſo wee 
ſpeak, uot zu the words which mans wiſdome teacheth ; but whic rhe 
Holy Ghoſt teacheth, &c. 1 Cor. 2, chap, througwout ; which you 
ſee doth abundantly teltifie, that Paw! fpakenot according co humane 
learning : reade alſo 1 Gal. 12.16. 

-' 23.iPeter, here faith, that one of thoſe difficyle ſayin2s of Px/, 
which che unlearacd underRood nog ,, was this 3 That the long [uf- 


fering of our Lord is ſalvation ; Which being a ſpiritua)l thing { as all - 


the thin.;s of falvation arc ) cannot be underſtood by raturall wiſe 
dome ; for the things of God, knows no man, but the [pirit of God 
therefore Pauls wildome .was (pirituill ,. and their wnlearnead nes, 
there ſpoken of, was this; that they had not that wiſgome, in which 
he knew ſalvacion ; that is, the wiſdome of God : for worldly wil- 
dome they mizhe have, and bce neverthele(F& 1gnoranc of all ſp;ri- 
tuals, 
*!, Thirdly, They were unlcarned , that is , they had not the learning, 
by which they mizkr underitand thoſe things in the ſence which 
would tcrd co tiicar talvation, or true knowledge of God ; and that, 
#F {urcly 


CY 
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- ſurely is onely a ſpirituall ſence : For elſe co wreſt ie to another ſence, 
. could not be to their deſtruRion, 
- Fourthly, Peter here exhorts the Saints, to take heed of that errour 
of the wickcd,; leaſt they alfofhould be lead away with it, accounting 
.it (you ſce) a wickederrour. And then in the next place, exhortis 
them to grow #n grace , and in the knowledge of Chriſt , as being a 
thing contrary to that wicked errour, and a remedy again(t it. Now 
if the knowledge of Chriſt and growing in grace, bea remedy againſt 
that errour ; then, it is molt plain, That their unlearnednefle ( which 
is there ſaid, to be the canſe of their errour ) was not of humane 
tongues and ſciences (tor then'Perer would have bidden them (tudie 
theſe to keep thein from errour : ) But it: was of the grace of God, 
and of the knowledge of Chrilt they were ignorant or unlearned ; and 
therefore he bids them grow in chat grace and knowledge , that they 
might not erre. 

So thac that ſaying of Perey being thus truly underſtood ; it is moſt 
plain that their uolearnedneſſe. which cauſed them to. erre, was their 
12norance of Grace, and of. Chrilt, not of kumane learning : 

To which allo let me adde theſe rules, viz. 

Firlt, That a mans principle, by which he doth converſe with ( or 
apprehend) any thing; mult be of a nature ſuitable co the nature of 
hr thing which he converſeth with or apprehendeth; as inparti- 
cular, 

You cannot apprehend or diſcover any objet of ſcnce, by the prin- 
£iple of reaſon ; for example, you cannot by your reaſon(or any thing 
elſe, but your ſence of hearing ) apprehend or know , that there is 
any ſound or nojife, nor hew.it foundech. But the careand voice ate 
ſutable: nota voiceand another ſence , as, we cannot {ce a voice, 

&c, . Juſt alike impoſſible it is for reaſon (meerly naturall)ro know 
{pirituail things, as the ſcripture faith , the naturall man knows not 
_ things of Ged-: nature hath nota power luitable to attain to 
them, | 

Feeopd rule , Every evill or defect 13 remediable , onely by its 
contrary good, or ſupply.; as darknes is remediable by light, carnal- 
_ by ſpiritualnefle , weaknes by ſtrength , ignorance by know- 

edge, &c. 

Which ewo Rules (if youobſerve them ) will help to che under- 
derſtanding of thoſe words of Peter. _ _ 

Burif yor you are perſwaded that your Vniverlitic kearning = 

. ye 
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dive into the ſpirituall ſence of ſcripture,I would propoſe to a whole. 


Synod of your funRion to reconcile theſe Scriptures hereafter cited, 
that are in thelett.i fo contraditory one toanother, for inſtance, 

One Scripture ſaith, Thow muſt love thy Father, Mother, Wife, 
Children &c. Another Scripture ſaith, Thow muſt hate all theſe if 
thow wilt be my diſciple Luke 14. 26. One Scripture faith of God, 
Anger 1 not in me : Another faith, He is. angry with the wicked e- 
very day, Plal. 7. 11. One faith, Tee doe alwates reſiſt the holy Ghoſt, 
ARs 7.51, Another ſaith, They conld not rehſt the Spiritby whichhe 
ſpake, Aﬀts 6. 10. Anorker Scripture ſaith, Neither hath this man 

mied nor his parents, Jolng. 3. Another faith, That he that ſairh 
be hath not finned,is 4 lyar and the trath i not in him,1 John 1.8.10, 
One <cripture ſath of Fohn, That he was not Elias , John 1. 21, 
Another faith of the lame Foh», That he was Elias, Mach 11. 14. 
Matth. 11, 1 3. 

I might inſtance mat lealt 40, Scriptures thus contradictory in 
theletter. . 

Now this is the thing that I would aske you, whether through 
the underſtanding of tongues or arts humane, youcan give te true 
genuine ſence of thoſe Scriprurcs ? ſurcly you cannor, for thele Scri- 
ptures were pend by thc holy Spirit, whoſe myſterious language, the 
care of man naturall cannot heare, nor his heart concerve much lic 
his tongue expreſle or interpret. 

. Toconclude, you doe ignorantly looke upon your ſelves as ſ» many 
learncd Apoſtles, now coalidering that there are many Aqvilias and 
Pri/cullzs that can teach you the way of God more plainly. Read ard 
well confiaer that Aks 18, 25, 26 

That place of Perey about the unlearned , hath led me to a long 
digreſſion, but now to returne againe to adviſe you. . 
ourthly, Lay aſideor leave off your kindling of flames in the State, 
and blowing the bellowes of contentionaud vaine jangling, and fall 
to gonomng the Goſpel of peace : Let the State Governours alone 
with the State aftaires. And allo let the Lord Chriſt alone with the 
diſcipline of his. Church. Lec it not be ſaid of you as once ic was of 
the high-Priclts, that they were the onely enemics to the Kingdome 
of Chriſt , and yer the great pretenders toit, Doe not reproach the 
Lords pcople as once they did , for beleeving in and following of 
their Lord Chriſt, ſaying, Have any of ( #4 ) the Rulers beleeved on 
biz ? No, none ( faid they ) bauta few ignorant people that know 
. not che law, Doc not acculc che Lords people in your Pulpits,. as — 
: : hi 2 wage: Wd xt Preilts 
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« Ptiefts tid Pal, AfFi24.5 ſayin, he was tpeſtfient fellow; a mover 
of jean , and a Yint-leader of the Jett of the Naz trens. Lealt the 
Lords ptople (hoald anſwer you as Pax! diil them, As 24.v. 14, 
After the way which you call hertſie, ſo worſhip I the Goa of my Fa- 
 theys, &&c. 
©o having ſpoken of the'things that you muſt lay aſide, or forſake; 
; Give me leave, as briefly as I may, to lay before you a few things that 
you ought immediatly to practiſe; 1 ſay,immediacly:becauſe it 1s hi. h 
time, it you have not (taid too long, 
* Firſt, It yon be rhe Miniſters of Chriſt, obſerve your Commiſion 
given you Mark 6. 15. and AMatth, ; 8.19, The ſumme of which 
15 this, Goyce to all the world and Preach the Goſpel toevery crea- 
rure ; And Pax! cl{whete gives an a- count of his commiſſion, and 
faich , Chriſt ſcent him to preach the Goſpel , and fo he went Preach- 
ing peace by Jeſus Chrilt, Secirg God in theſe latter dayes ſpeaks 
- unto us by his Son Heb.1.2., Why do you Tpexk fo much by Ifo- 
ſes; you lay Moſes mult prepare us for Chriſt , ſure that is not in 
your Commiſſion : Me think hear you faying with Perer ; Maſtcr, 
let us build here three tabernacles, one for 279/er, one for Els , and 
. one for thee ; and theresppeared a bright cloud , upon the appearance 
of which, Moſes and Elias ( which was obs Baptift ) vanilhed a- 
way. And God anſwered Peter from heaven, and rold him, This 
is my beloved ſonne : heare him, Why do you then build a cabcrn?- 
cle for Moſes, andanother for El;as, ſeeing the bright cloud hath cx- 
, pelled the dark adminiſtrations of chem both, 

O then follow the odviſe'of Chriſt, and keep cloſe ro your com- 
miſſion ; and into whatſoever hotife you enter , let your tirſt words 
be, Peace, to thi houſe, Luke 1 0.5, | 

Why doe youteach- repentance before Faith , ſeeing true and un- 
feigned repentance isa fruit of Faith, not a preparation for Faith, [he 
Ninevites believed God before they-proclaimed a Faſt : and thou 
muſt firſt look npon Chriſt, whom thou haſt perrced , by Faith ; bc- 
; fore thou canſt mourn, as one mourneth for his oncly Son. T he good- 
-nefſe of God will lead thee to repentarice. Rem, 2.4. And the grace 
of God will reach thee ro deny nngodlineſſe and worldly luſt, 2 Tit. 
-11.ver/.12, 

Faithis a notable ground-work , in a'ſence of true repentance; 
without this Faith, it is in vain to think to build up our felv-s in (20- 
Aity of life, and fincerity of converſation ; For he that cometh !9 

God myſt firſt believe, that Ged is : Heb, 71,6, And without this 
X Faith, 
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Faith, it is impoſſible to pleaſe God : and whatſoever is not of rhis 


Faith ſix, Rom,14.23 My ftriends,is not faich the firſt ſtone in the 
fpiricuall building, che tirſt ſtep in a Chriſtian race , tie firlt linke in 
our golden chain of Chriſtianity, the firſt at of our new life, the firſt 
degree in our-holy converſation, the firſt round in your Fac-bs ladder, 
Wherby you aſcend up into the preſence of yourLord? Should you not 
acquaint your hearers firſt with che doctrinal part of Divinity, before 
you prefle the practicall part; endeavour to have them truly prin- 
cipled, and then preſſ> obedience as the truit of thole principles; 
I have heard (ome of you ſay , that whatſoever obcdicnce doth low 
from any man ; if it low not from good principles , that obedience 


| Sinaſcncediſobedience. See what Chriſt commands Afarth.12 33 


Make the tree good, and his fruic will be good , and good reaſon,tor 
Aaatth.7.18, a corrupt tree cannot bring forth good fruic. Now 
here is che reaſon, why you ſce fo lirele fruic of all your labours ? you 
preach ſo much, yet doe fo little good : you do not doe Gods work 
in his own way ; you preach and contend for order, and ſcarcearc 
any.in the kingdome more our of your order , than your {clves. In 


a word, you require good fruit from a corrupt tree , and Chriſt tels - 


you, it cannot bee, When David aught his ſon Solomon, 1 Chron, 
28 9. He inſtructs him firſt in the dodtrinall part, before the practi- 
tall part.; He muſt firlt know the God of his Fathers , before he is 

reſt co ſerve him ; This was Paw!s adviſe, Tirzs 3. 8. Again, our 
bleſſed Lord Chriſt, 70h. 15. 4. exhorts the people firſt to abide in 
him; and being in him by Faich, then bids them bring forth fruic, 
ſaying, 4s the branch cannot bear fruit, except it abide in the Viue ; 
ua more can yee except yee abile in mee. So Paul dealt with the 
Coloſſians, 1 Coll. 9.10. He prays and deſires, firſt that they migh: 
be filled with the knowledge ot Gods will ; and then werſ; 10. (as 
the fruit of that knowlegde ) that they mught walks worthy of the 
Lord , being fruitſull in every good work, 

2, Thenext thing that you (hould praRtice after you have exalted 
Chriſt alone , to be che onely King, Pricit, and Propher,not in word 
only, but in power; in expecting the teachings of God the father 
to your ſoules , by, and through him, have recourſe to his rules in the 
Goſpell for your praftice : and then you will not look ſo much upon 
Synods, and not be aſhamed to confeile him before men : 1f you have 
been in the Pulpic delivering his meſſage , why are you ſoatraid ro 
have your doQrine queſtioned ? why will you nor give your hearers 
thac liberty, that Cliriſt hath given them ; to judge of what you have 

. x G & laid? 
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faid ? areyon aſhamed to own Chriſt, when his doQrine is examined? 
Or elſe, do you finde your ſelves unable by ſound deftrine to con- 
vince the gain-ſayers But you will ſay , If any be not ſatisfied , ler 
him come to us in private ; let me ask you : Where have you a rule 
for that Þ do you not deliver your things publiquely ? And do not the 
ſcriptutestell you,that a publique evill mult have a publique reproof? 
But you will , We have done no evill : we have preached Chriſt 
according to our commiſſion, Then (my friends ) never fear to have 
it queſtioned : but (1 beſcech you) if any can objcRagainlt what you 
have taught, (o hedo it in the ſpiritof mecknes, rather to finde our 
truth, then co carp at truth : And ſeeing Chriſt hath given bim that 
liberty. 1 {or. 14. Do not you deprive him of it, If you would bur 
make tryallof this ; 1 willaflare you , you might gain many privi- 
ledges by it : In particular, I will ſhew youtwo or three, 

1. You will take away all juſt occaſions , for any to cavill at your 
doctrine, or ſpeak evill of you1n private, 

2. You will increaſe your own knowledge ; for there are ſome 
Agquila't and'Priſcifas doe heare you: and you alſo may bee more 

' mabled to/ inſtruc. . 

3. It 'will make the luſtre of the truths which you aſkrt, the more 
beaucifu'l, if you vindicate them. 

' 4. Tt willinake all your ſayings ſeem the more worthy ſerious and 
ſober conſtderacion. 

Othat I could ſee the miniſters of Eng/ard, 2s Willing to be taught, 
as they are to be teachers ; as (wift to hear, as to ſpeak : Truly, this 
were a Way tounite thegreateſt things we want in our kingdome. 

3. When you have exalted Chriſtalone, and diligently obſerved 
kis Commiſſion; next I beſeech you, be renderof his Lambs, and 
feed them ; and ſo much the rather , becauſe they are yer ftan- 
ding in the ſtreets of Sodom, and the Dogs of Egypr do bark ar 
them ; Oh ſend forth no more Dogges to bark and ſnap at the 

tender ones ; for they have a tender father, the Almighty 

ord God, that doth rake all the injuries done co them , as done to 

himſelf ; and takes notice of all the hard ſayings againſt them , as you 
may read at large in the Epiſtle of 7#de 15. 

But you will (as I have heard you ) fay, we ſpeak not againſt thoſe 
thac are traly godly ; buc we cry out againſt blaſphemers, 

So was our bleſſed Lord Chriſt perſecuted , and reproached under 
the name ofa blaſphemer.. Luke 10.33. 

Fer Stephen ( a man full of the holy Ghoſt, and of Faith ) 
ufed fora blaſphemer, As 6.1 3, And 
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-- And they were great learned men char did this : and this is written 
' for ſome to lcarn. Again, Chriſt was called 2 decetver, Marth. 27* 
6}, And a Wine-bibber. Adarth. 11.1: 9, 

It would be worth your labour, to examine from the b«ginning of 
the Bible to cnc end ; how 1n allaz's, and under all aduns. attracions, 
the Priclts, and Levitcs , and precended Minilſt-rs , which would be 
known by the names ot Prophets, veers, Watch.nc nor Leaders, and 
, in this preſent generation above all others, nave had ther ba:rds in 
(altnolt) all che Wars, diviſions, combuſtions, uproars, twnulcs, and 
troubles im che Kin dome. For maccer of blaſphemy, hereftc , {1per- 
ſticion, Idolatry,*c, were not this tribe the rin-1-leaders, as ilio in 
per(ccuting the Lords people : nay, the greateſt ovpoſitionchar our 
Lord Chrilt himſclt mer withall, was from chic eribe ; aad hive not 
they :he chixf<lt hand i1 our preent troubks, 1 leave to the whole 
kingdome to judge. Wherefore , my tricnds , co:ilid.r upon what 
ground youu (tand, and upun What foundation you are built : and ler 
it be your (tudie to pur our, not tokindle flames in the kingdome; to 
heal the wounds with which we languiſh, not to make inore. Re- 
member theſe words of Chrilt ; B/efſed are the peac emakers, Matth, 
5.9.1 know this is the practice of ſome of you; bur truly, the nurnber 
of ſuchis but few : yet 1 do belicve thereare,avd fo inall former azes, 
there were a few ſcattered up and down, that were true Prophets 
waiting upon God foran heavenly uxflize ; and that they doe re- 
ccive and declare unto this kingdotne, 

4. Seek not your maintenance in an unjut way : But caſt your 
ſelves upon the providence of God; as tor-cue (alv 4g100 of your {.uuk, 
ſo alſo tor the maintenance of yuur budics 3 can you truſt God with 
a ſoul, more worth than cen chuutand worlds - and cv y. u not crutk 
him With alitcle carch, your budirs. You tcacn is to pizy for daly 
bread, and you do well: bur muſt you y-»ur tciv. s (4c cu. al .ar tor 
year)y bread ; if not, Wav mca $thus blating of Sheep, and bowing 
of Oxen ; your pleading tar | ythes 1a your Pulpits. (1 my Friends! 
bee yee (ure to doe Gods work, and | will pa vn my |.tetor mim , he 
will pay you your wages : feed hig L1ubs , and your Guy will give 
you your meat in due {calvn: Olet the fame ininde be 1 you, as was 
m your brother Pani, 1 Cor. 9.i5 whcore he readers three reafuns 
why he would not preach for money, nor tyt cs. 

Firſt , becauſe he would not make his glorying voide, 1 (":r, 
9.v.1 5. 
- 2, Becauſe be would not make the Goſpel of Chrilt chargeab1- co 
them, ver/. 18, G 2 3. iic 


4 A Word 19 the Presbpterians. 


; 3. He would not compellany to pay - tythes for preach. 
ing, lea(t he ſhauld hinder che Goſpel of Chri 

How many ſuch Paxls have wee in our dayesz is there indeed 
one of a thouſand : yes, ( wy friends ) there are through Gods 
goodaes (to my knowledge) a tew. . 5 

[ ſpeak not in chis.againfta jult maintenance for 2 true miniſtery,for. 
then I ſhould fin againſt God and my. own Conlcience ; tor I know 
God faith, he hath ordained that they that preach the Goſpel ſhould 
live of the Goſpel : and my own conſcience tels me that it they have 
ſawnuato me ſpirituall things, I ſhould not keep back from them 
carnall things. All that I here ſpeak againſt is this, your looking tor 
your maintenance inan unjuſt way. 

Fifchly , Give no offence unto any man, neither to Jew nor to. 
Gentile, nur to the Church of Chriſt ; but keep a conſcience void ot 
offence both towards God., and.towards man : be patient towards 
all , ſpeak evill of noman ; ſeek the glory of God before your own 
honour, and the good of his people as your own good : and as you 
would that others ſhould doe unto and (peak of you, fo doand ſpeak 
youof them ; in all your ations, propound Chrilt, tor your pattern; 
and learn of him, for he was meck and lowly. 


La _ _ — —— 


New to you. ealled Independents.: 


:May ſay-to you, as once Pax did to the Corinthians, 1 Cor. 1 4. 
A./ thanke my God alwaies on your behalfe ; for the grace of God 
that is given you by feſms Chriſt. Yea I may lay to you as Chriſi did 
to the Churchof Epheſas , Rev. 2.2. Ikhnow thy workes , and thy 
labour, and thy.patience, and how thoweanſt not beare them that are 
evill, and thou haſt tryed them which ſay they are Apoſtles, and are 
not ; and baſt found them lyars. And thon haſt born, and haſt had pa- 
tience winder all thy reproaches ; for thow haſt had many. oppoſers, 
reproachers, ſlanderers, back-biters, and evill ſurmiſings againſt thee; 
if chou holdelt to the end, and art willing to be a tollower of Chriſt, 
as well ir- his humiliation, as in his exaltatien ; thou kaſt a fellowſhip 
with hun inthe one, as well as in the other, 

Again, T hisI finde in thee ( O thou [ndependent. ) Thou defireſt 
to walk by rale, When thou wouldeſt know the minde of God,thou 
bookelſt iato the teſtimonies of his revealed will , the Old and New 


Ieltament ; Thou groundelt what thou: holdeſt , upon ghat wa ; 
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thon accounteſt the principles and praQtices evill,that are not warran- 
ted by that word ; And it men come unto thee , and ſpeak withthe 


$ of mcn and angels, thou wilt ( with the noble Bereans ). 


ſcach the Scrip ures, tv ſee, whether the things they ſpeak of be ſoor 
no ; and if they ſp«a nor, according to thatrule, thou wilt preſent= 
ly conclude ; it is , becauſe there 15 no liyhe in them : Nay , thou 
knowelt, that if a man come , and preach any other Goſpel than that 
which thoat a i received, 1 Gal.8, 9g. ht is to be accurled : and this 
thou halt alſo (to thy cvamendation) the more others doe (l:ght , de- 
ſpiſe,and lay afide the {criprure, as a thing out of date ; the more thou 

oelt embrace it, read ir, conterre, and meditate on it ; and account 
it {\weeter than the honey , or the honey combe , and elteem it (with 
f9b ) more than thy natura'l food. Thou knowelt right well, they 
were writtun for thy learning, Again, I may fay of thee, as once ic 
was faid of the Churc': of Pergamos , 2 Revel. 12, I}, 1 know thy 
works, and where thou dwellejt , even where Satans ſeat ts : yet thou 
holdeſt faſt. Chriſts name, and haſt not denyed bis Faich. Again , this 
thou haſt, chat thou wichdraweſt trom every brother,that thou clearly 
ſeclt to walk diſorderly ; thou doeſt reprove , rebuke, and exhore 
With all long ſuffering. Again, this thou haſt ; thou lookelt to the 
ſpirituall growth of thoſe with thee : thy members watch over one 
a2othzr, and in love reprove one another, and many of you do it in 
the ſpirit of mceknes, as you would that they ſhould doe unto you in 
the ſame caſe, even ſo youdoe to them. 

Again, This you have ; you take a ſpeciall care of the poore among 
you, and you loaththe unjuſt pratices of ſore other Congregations 
of the Presbyterians , that gather a juſt maincenance for the Poore 
in an-unjult way : They cut large thongs, but it is of other mens 
Hides : they doe not with Chriſt chooſe Deacons , but with Antt- 
chriſt Coll:ors, Some of which mult pay. the Poore, and are ſure 
never toreceive their money azain, though they borrowed it for that 
purpole : but God be thanked { oh thou Indeperdert ) thuu halt nor 
ſo learned Chriſt ; thou knoweſt well, that the Lord loveth a cheartull 

ver, and accepts none but a Frze-will offering : you give unto all, 
ut have a ſpeciall regard unto the houſhold of Faith, according to 
rule. Gal 6 10. 

Azain, Thus chou haſt, thou forſakeſt not the aſſembly of Saints, 
as the manner of ſome is ; you hear the Word in publique, and build 
up.one another in private z you doe not (as ſome others) cry up the 
publique, and contema the private z ar cry up the private in coz- 


3 rempt - 
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. tempt-of the publique : Thou-lookeſt into; the Goſpel and findeſt 

both ofthem commanted and eormended, and therefore makelt uſe 

. of both + Thou knowetb that as God is no reſpetter of Perfons, (© 
he is no refpeRter of places. Thou findeft him ecaching thee in-pub- 
lique and #lfo ut private ; abroad, andathome z thou findelt him in 
the Fire to f:ve thee , and in the Water to help thee, and in che Pri. 
ſon to tree thee 3 thou knowelt thy God is 1n all places, and yet com- 
prehende 11no place. 

Now iaving thus taken notice of the things conimendable in thee, 
according to thae rule, 1 Cor.r.4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9. And as Chriſt dealc 
With tae Church of Epheſus, + Rev. 2.3. 

Give me leave alfo to-deal p.. 'inly with thee, as Paw! did, 107.1. 

11,12. andas Chrilt with Ephe/>- : and chen;I ſhall not ſpare to «ll 
thy Congregationsand Members, tu. 't there ate faults, amongſt you; 
therefore I have ſomewhat againſt you. 

x, It you be not gwilty of that fin that 2axl reproves the Corin- 
thians, tor 1 (or.1.11,1 7. Tam ſure youare uilty of that fin that 1s 
reproved, 2 7am. 2,3.4. Tow have the Faithof wr Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
the Lord of glory , with reſpett of perſons ; for if there come into 
Jour aſſembly (as fames ſaith) s man with a guld ring , and in goodly 
apparrell ; and there come in alſo a poore man in vile raiment , you 
are apt to /ay to him in gay clothing ; Sit thou here, ( in a good place) 
and chough you-do not 1n plain terms or wores , ſay to the poore, 
ſtaud thou there, or ſit at my footſtovle ; yet you let him Rand at 2 i- 
ſtance, orfit at your feet : and fames tels you, Fam. 2.4. Tee are par- 
tiall, And many times thoſe poore ones whom you ft:ivhr, God hach 
choſen ;' and the'rich ones, whom yee honour , God hath rejecd : 
verſ:5, Hath not God choſen the poore of this world rich in Far h, 

;&e.* 

2, Yon areſtrange to thoſe that are called Presbyrerians , which 
many of them being truly godly , you ſhould vitice 3 and if ch. rc be 
any way of wickedneſle in chem , reprove them ; it they bee low 
in their” principles, - endeavour to raiſe them; and where they 
are imperted in the way of God , reach them more perfectly :; Love 
notone'tnat, becauſe heis an /»#dependenthatc rwone tor bring a Preſ- 
byterian ; for this were to know men after the flcth, 2 Cor 5 16. 

2. There iSurrerly a faulc amotg you-1n thar many ut you do f1- 
ſhion yur ſelves according to this world ;- if chere be any new foo- 
liſh taſhion going, yeeare in haſt co rake ic up with the firſt , quite 
contrary to the command of God, 1 Pex. 1, 14. And as in your ap- 


parrell, 
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perell, ſo in your long haire ; why doe you Chriſtians were it like 
Reffians? It is true 1 know that as religion ſtands not in meat or 
drinke , ſo nc ither ſtands it in cloathes nor hairelong or ſhort + Bur 
your abuſe of this doth diſhonour religion, grieve the Saints, and har- 
den the world, eſpecially of the firſt of theſe,to wit,c/oathes. There- 
tore I beſeech you heare a few words further, 

Is your Kingdome or glory of this world or in things outward, or 
fleſhly , or even in vanity ? Is it your worke appointed and your de. 
light (yee Saints } to pleaſe the irrationall fancies of your fleſhly 
mindes ? -Can you who are ſo diſtin& and diſtant in your principles 
from the carnall ad ungodly, fo ſuice and contorme to them in thoſe 
things whole very fountain- or cauſe is none other but ignorance of 
God, which alſo are rationally cenſured evenof thoſe thatare with 
out > Have you not better enjoyments : no better kingdome than 
this ? Is not your glory within? Is not the moſt excellent your 
fatisfaRtion , his preſence in your hearts your great refreſhments ? 
Union and converſation with him your heaven and bleffedneffe:; 
Doe you walke as Chritt did : Whoſe meatand drinke was todoe 
the will of his father, are you like him ? 

« And ſceing your faſhions are colily , let me aske you , doe you be- 
lieve that God hath given you ſo much of his creatures for any ſuch 
purpoſe ? Can youfay to the Lord, we blefle thee in our foules thar 
thouthaſt given us theſe creatures, and diſpoſed our hearts by thy ſpi- 
rit rouſe them chus ? Did ever God call ſach things facritices well 
pleaſing to him 2 Or have you the creatares in ſuch ſup:rabundance, 
or.are better opportunities {o {carce that you cannot better uſe them? 
doe you thinke ſo > Then harken hither, 

; 'Here are many of us poore miſerable wretches, whoſe bodies pine 
for hanger and thirſt, and ſtarve with cold : Some of us arc exiles 


and ftrangers, ſome of us in priſon, ſome of us ſicke, ſome wounded, . 


lame, ſome weake, ſome widdowes, fatherlefſe and friendlefe. Here 
wee ſtand before you, yee ſee us, yee know us ; and can you yer 
withold relicfe ? Have you no bowels of compaſtion ? Hath mercy 
taken wing and returned to heretervall fouaraine that ſent her torth? 
Hatch (hee no tabernacle nor temple with men? Hath the lefc all 
hearts to hardneffe > Will ſhee nor vouchſafte us any of her divine 
bounty now, bur leave us deſolate, captives to neceſſities till chey 
have purſued our fleſh to diſfolution? Where are theſe promiles of 
our deareredeemer,ts dwell with men to the end of the world, When 
ſhall che powrings out of the fpirit of grace ( promiſed ) be ? - 
be SR. WAacre 
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. where are thoſe Temples of his habitation , that wee may goeunto 
them ?- Will no man ſhew' us?- Ah ſad. 1 Oh: doletull cale' miſerics 
devoureus : and pitty is deparced from.us. | 

Qh deare friends : Are there all chefe ſad cryes and teares , and 
yet doe your vaine pleaſures bewitch youto bee deafe ? Awake, a- 
wake, for vow your Lord commands, goc heare what thoſe my 
(and your)poore miembes ſay,fee why they weepe : Lord, they cry 

or want. 

j Chr. What, want ? And. thon ſtand by with ſuch rich ſtores 
of mine? Oh moſt unfaithfull ! Moſt. unkinde 1 Deocſt. thou love 
me : and doel hunger in my members ? and wilt not feede me with 
mine owne? bat imbeſkcl] thoſe my ſtores to ſuch baſe Harlots as 
thy flc{hly fancics. Ah untaithfull wretch, ger hence, chou ſhale not 
ſtay with me, nor (ce my face theſe many dayes.I deſire you roconſi- 
dcr whether Chriſt doth not ſpeake chus to.your Spirits, But I have 
digrefſ-d and now I returne, 

4.. This is alſo.a fault among you, that you doe nat pitty the poore 
blinde world , and cadcavour to bring them into the knowledge of 
the truth, by laying before them the free love of God through Jcſus 
Chriſt ; all your ſtudies are how to build up Saints, thercfore to 
them you doe altogether ſpeake ; Nay I have heard Sermon aftcr 
Sermon in publique, befides your praftice in private, and you ſpeake 
onely to Saintsenlightened, though moſt of the people ro whom you 
ſpeake are yet inthe old man, and have neede of ſuch a Sermon as 
Chriſt preached to Nicodemws, And fo you are blame-worthy as 
the Presbyterians are,yea more than they,for many of them doe teach 
the praicall parc of divinity before che dodtrinall ; and you tell of 
great. enzo) ments, before your hearers are truly principled ; he that 
doth truly preach the Geſp:ll muſt preach to ſinners ro convince 
them, as well as to Saints, to.confirme them, If you will indeed bg 
followers of Chiſt, you muſt not content your ſelves to preach a 
piece of the Goſpcll, for Chriſt when he came among ſinners he was 
ancreating-and .per{wading them and. calliaz them to come to him 
that they might havelife; He ofcen encouraged them to comme to 
him, telling cthem,, he c ame not ro call the righteows, but finners to re- 
pentance. He bids comeunto him, al! you that are weary andheavy 
laden, and he will give you reſt : And faith, They that come to me 1 
will in no wiſe caſt off. And when he gave his Commiltion to his 
Diſciples, he told them, they muſt preach the Goſpell ro every crea- 
##re. Qh hen pitty the world, pray for che world, rebuke, _ 

ct, 
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«exhort, perſwade, and beſeech them to bereconciled to God : your 
father lers the Sun ſhine and the Rain fall upon chem , and bids you 
learn of him to love them. 
Doe they revile thee? Then with Pal, blefſe them, 1 Cor. 4,12, 

Doe they perſecute thee ? Then with him ſufferic, 1 Cor. 4,12. 
Do they take away thy cloak ? give thei thy coat, Doe they {mite 
'thee on the one cheek? offer the other. 

' Do they curſethee as Shimes did David? Thenas David.let them 
alone: It may be the Lord hath bid them doeit. To youit is given, 
4n the behalf of Chriſt z not onely to believe, bur alſo ro ſuffer for 
his fake : And how knoweſt thou, but that he will reward thee good 
for all their evill. If thou wer'ſt of the world, the world would 
love thee ; but becauſe he hath choſen thee out of the world , therc- 
fore the world doth hate thee. 


_—_ 


LA Word to thoſe that gee under the name and title 
of ANABAPTISTS. 


A AY Brethren, there are theſe things worthy of commendation 
among you. 
.'; You meet often together, and when you come together , as good 
Stewards of the manitold grace of God ; as every one hath received 
the gifr, ſo he doth adminilter the ſame : you exceed, in ſome ſort, all 
other Churches, namely in this z Thar you doe adminiſter a right 
ordinance to right objefts : you willdoe Gods work in Gods way, 
E mean, you Baptiſe thoſe ro whom Baptiſme belongs ; youdo that 
Which is required , and as it is required. And in ſome meaſure you 
doe according to the cemmand of Chriſt, 1 Theſ, 5. 14. Tow wars 
them that are unruly: you doe comfort the feeble minded , ſmpport 
the weake ; and in ſome meaſure yee endeavour to have patience to- 
wards all men. ' And when men bean to deny, or (lcight Gods or- 
dinances, you withdraw your ſelves from ſuch;and this alfo is found 
inyou , for which, I commend you ; You look upon the (cripture,as 
Written for your learning ; and therefore you often read, and medi- 
tate of it;you caanot bear with thoſe that light it,and ſpeak reproach” 
fully of ic: you have experience, that God doch teach you by his word 
mediatcly, more than by immediate revelations, * 
Bur, my Brethren , there are faults _ you ; therefore I _ 
| | =_—_ 
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ts, anc WF 97 of the Indepen- 
dent, bcauſc he will not be rebaptized ?-Why doe you fo judge the 
Presbrerian for Baptizing children , to whom it doth not belong, 
They doe nor ſee by your <1cs , therefore they cannot walk by your 
Tul:s; #rerhey indarknefle in this? {0 once walt thou : Docſt thou 
out {trip chem. in this? it may pe(ray I am (ure) they do go beyond 
the in Bikes particulars of. obedience : Doe they negle the ordi- 
'nance of Bapriſme ? [that is their cyill ; but chou docſt reſt upon it, 
and'chis is thy evill : do they ſin in Mleightiog Bapriſme, thou ſinneſt 
i1 idolizingof itz Oh then, þc ſpariog to ccn{ure , and judge thy 
Brothet 1 + | | ; 
- Hereis another branch of your miſcarriage ; you ſuffer no man 
Cthouzh never ſo well gifted ) to ſpeak among you : no, though he 
beable to teach youall, unlefl: he be joyned to you by the ordi- 
nance of Baptiſme with water,, and though hebe baptized with the 
Baptiſme bf che Spirit, Without Which that of water is nothing ; you 
kcar him nor. | F485 3 - | 

Azain, you often take Scripture in the literall , when you ſhould 
take 1t,in the ſpirituall ſenſe ; When Chris. (pcaks of che baptiſme 
of the Spirir, you underſtand it to be of Water : Ina word. 

!. You ive much under the admijniſtration of Fyb», who tels you, 
ra emult decreaſe, bur not ſo much under the adminiſtration of 
Chrilt who (hall encrea(e, 

Again, you make Baptiſme the ground of your communion, and (o 
diſorder, what, God hath ordered ; for the ground of communion 
thoyld ariſe, firſt, from chat-union.you have with Chriſt your head ; 
and ſecondly, from that near relation you have each. to other , as be- 
ing one,in-the fame ſpirit_: - In « word , your knowledge that you 
have one of another , is after the fleſh 3 when will you be of Pasls 
minde., 2 { or, 6. 16/7 to know no man after the flefs ; ] may truly 
= 3? we as ONCe jt, Was ſaid of Apoliles , Atts 18.25 - that he was 

tructed. in the way af the Lord; knowing onely. ohns Baptiſme 
of water : , p06r hp have great necd ;as opce he had, to have 
Aguila and Priſcillato take youalide,and teach you the way of God 
more periecFly, &c, | 
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A Word to thoſe that hold Free-Will, aud 
General-Redemption, 


M: Friends, ſome things I have obſerved from you , by my be- 
. 0g among you ; which I deſire to learn of you, and for which 
I co:nmend you : I have ſeen you bearing 02e anothers burthens, 
relicving one anothers neceffitics , according to your abilities , ofica 
viſiting one another, with many ourward cxpretioes of that inward 
love, which youbear one to another, theſe things oughe to bedone ; 
and there are other things Which you oughtnot to leave undone ; 2s 
alÞ to love thoſe that are not under your form. 


Theſe Principles alſo do you hold. 

Firft, That Jeſus Chriſt gave himſclf a ranſome for all ; and you 
prove it by *criptures, I 75m. 2. 9.6, I fohy 29. I fobn2. 9.2, 
2 Cor 1.I5. 

Secondly, That remiſſion of Sins ought to be preached to every crea» 
ture; which proves the firſt, caat Chrilt gave him(clf a ranſom for all; 
2nd therefore remiſſion of fins muſt be preach to all, and chat you 
prove byrheſe, and rhe like Scriptures , Luke 24.47. Mark is. s 
Lwhe 10.3.1/a 45. 22. 

Thirdly, Thac every one is to believe the forgivencſle of his fins ; 
for'if Chriſt died'for all, and che Goſpel oazhe to believe, and that all 
arecalled upon to believe : you briag theſe and che like Scriptures, 
Jobw'1. 7. = 17: 21, Now if your principles diawn from cheſe 
or the like Scriptures , be according to the ſpirituall ſence of them; 
you doe well : So much for the things worchy of commendation 
in yot. 


But my friends , there are maiy faults among you, for which I 
have at preſent, a few things againſt you. 

The firſt, is your abuſe of Scriptures : firſt, in taking chem in a li- 
terall ſence ; ſecondly,looking iaro,and ſpeaking of onely choſe {cri- 
ptures , that ſcemin2ly in the lecrer doe contirin your princip:es 3 
Whereas if you rightly underſtood chem, you would finde the fence 
of one ſcripture to ſtand with the ſence of another ; As to wnſtance 
little in the forenamed things, : 

H 3 Firſt, 
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Firſt, you ſay , That Jeſus Chriſt gave himſelfea ranſome for all, 

and remiſſion of fins is to be preached to all : Now compare thoſe 
ſcriptures with Rows. 8,30, where he ſpeakes of parcicular, not of ge- 
nerall predeſtination. So when. he ſpeakes of cleftionto the Ephe. 
fans, he points at a particular, notata generall election, And when 
Chriſt prayes Fohn 17. hee prayes not for the world , but onely for 
thoſe whom the Lord had given him out of the world. Andoh.6 44, 
There can none come to him but whom the father draweth. Read 
and . well conſider that one Scripture , whichall of you are not able 
roanſwer, Aits 13.48. And as many as were ordayned to eternal 
life believed. I know. what falſe glofſe you put upon this text 
through your ignorance ; you ſay the originall faith thus, As man 
as believed were ordayned to erernall life. And With this falſe ſence 
you deceived me for a few dayes, but when I ſearched the originall, 
I found youlyars, for that word is truly tranſlated ; and I have ſpo- 
ken with many paore ſoules that you have deluded with theſe and 
the like things, You fay ele&ion depends upon qualitications and 
bring "theſe or the like Scriptures, The Lord chooſerh to himſelfe 
the man that is righteous, never minding that other text which faith, 
there is none righteous no not one.. S0then, if he chooſethnone bur 
the righteous, ard thereare norighteous, not one, then he chooſcth 
none.” Oh you fimple 'oncs , how long will ,you love, fimplicity ? 
Scoraers delight * in ſcorning ? and Fooles: hate, knowledge ? If 
this text doth ſpeak toany ſuch in Zng/and this day ; Ic ſpeaks to,and 
concerns you chiefly. 

- Did you never rcade with underſtanding that text which faith , 
that wee and all the Nations of the World are in the hands or God, 
as clay in the hands of the potter, who maketh one. veſſel-to honour, 
another to diſhonour as he pleaſeth; And if there bee any man ſo 
impadent to ſay, as I have hcard ſome of you fay, that then God is. 
partiall. See how Pax/ checks ſuch, Rom.9.1 9.20. Oh man who art 
thou that replyeſt againſt God, ſnak the thing formed ſay to him that 
formed it why haſt thou made me thus? . 

If thou wilt know a reaſon why the Lord doth ele ſome to life 
and topaſk by others, he is pleaſed to give thee noother accompt 
than this Exod. 33. 19. I will be grations to whom I will be grations, 
and 1 will ſhew mercy to whom I will ſhew mercy ; and whom he will 
he hardexeth.. 

If thouwilt alſo know a reaſon why he will caſt ſome into the 
pic. of deſtruction , and g ive to others life everlaſting : 1 nſec, 


Rh 


. 
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God kath no rule to a& by but his owne will , ſo that for him to doe 
what he willeth, is juſt, and'itis juſt fornoother reaſon nor upon 
any other ground , bur this, viz. becauſe it is his will to doe it,aad 
this is the jultnes of mans ations, to doe what God hath comman- 
ded or declared that he will have aan to doe. Now I fay, this is the 
reaſon why he will caſt ſome to deſtrution, viz. to magnific his 
juſtice, or perform his will determined upon ſuch as doe tranſgreſte 
the law given them,and for this cauſeis ſuch deſtruction juſt, becauſe 
it is that which the eternall will or decree hath appointed to follow 
upon tranſgreſion. And after the very ſame fortdoth he cxalt the 
attribute. of his mercy in the ſalvation of others, Reade the 9. of 
the Romans and thou wile finde molt of that chapter ſpent in diſpu- 
ting this very thing, 

Another groflec error that you hold contrary to the ſcripture is 
this, T hat the ſoule is morrall aswe!l as the body, 

Againe you hold and teach, That if God commanded the Goſpel 
to:be preached coall, and Chriſt dyed onely for ſome, then God 
commands a lye to be preached to the molt part of men,and that is 
blaſphemy to ſay that God comman4s a lyc to be preached, 


Againe, You ground your owae particular faich upon that gene- 


_ rall redemption, and if your ground be falſe, your faich muſt needes 


be fo ;: for no good fruit proceeds From a corrupt tree ; an4 vihere- 
- doth ſuch faith exceede that of the Devils, thar beleive and creme 
le. | | 

You (ay there is a power in every man to doe whatſoever is com- 
manded, a power tochooſe and a power to retuſle ; you cice thar of 
foſhnah and the like ſcriptures... Behold I have ſet before you this 
day life and death chooſe you whether 8&c. Ergo (lay you) the pco- 
ple have power to chooſe and to refuſe, 

"You fay alfo that upon your doing, or not doing, depends your 
eternall bleſſing or everlaſting curling , and yer unletle it be ia fome 
few things which I have fore-ſpoken in your commendation , you 
are the moſt uatruitfull people that ever I cameamongſt, except our 
new-upſtarewantons or new Notio»;fts ( ro whom 1 ſhall {peake 
next.) Youſpend the molt of your time, in ſpeaking evill cf almoſt 
all other Chriſtians chat walke not by your rules , and hold nor to 
your errours, you back-bite and reproach them with ghat birterneſle | 
of ſpirit, as is more {uitable to the principles of Heathens than of - 
Chriſtians, -1 will forhcarc to ſpeake the one halfe of what I have 
deene an eye witneſfc.unto of chis kinde , inthar licele time when 1 
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. was among you. You ſpend your time to ſpye a Mote in your 
 Brothers' eye, but when will you pull.che Beame out of your owne 


7 Agzine, You hold that aman may fall from Chriſt or Grace, you 
have ofterraffirmed that a man may bee a childe of God to day, and 
alimbe of Saran to morrow, that he ſtands by obedience and nor by 
race. 
. When he doth well he « accepted. 
When he doth ill be « regetted, 
And foby your errours, our falvation ſeemeth to depend vpon 
- workes, and fo thi free grace.of God is nullified, andthe obedience 
of Chriſt nods of none «ffe& ; and incfteR you plainly deny Chriſt: 
Ina word, 
You hold more fooliſh, ſottiſh, unſound, unwarrantable , and un- 
. comfortable points, than any Set ; And your converſation is juſt 
anſw:rable ro yoar principles, ſo joyne. both together and behold 
their ill ſhrpen forme and fruit. 1. By chem- both your diſhonoar 
God, 2. Yougrieve his people. 3. Youdelude the world 4. You 
. cauſe the way of truth ro be evill ipoken of. 
Remember therefore from whence you are fallen and repext or 
elſe the Lord will come unto you quickly , and fight againſt you: 


A word to the new upſtart Wamonsebu deny Gods 
Ordinances, or New NOTIONISTS: 
g ful of W hrs, 


M Y Freinds, I have ſpent a few daycs and made diligent 
FA (earch to finde ſomerhing in you worthy of commendatz5n, 
that'ſo'T might ſpeake royou as I have co other Charchcs, taking 
notice of your Good and of your evill, bur (my Friends ) I cannot 
finde any-thing amon2 you but. blaſphemy and hercſic , and ruſting 
ry, vanities. Therefore as Fob» ſaid-in another caſe 1 Toby I. 3. 
I ſhall ay co you in this caſe, That which | have ſeene and beard 
declare Twnto you : and whatl ſhall now charge you with, I have 
beencaneyeand care witnes'of, in converſing with youand being 
2 you. Onr Lord Chriſt speaking to the ſeven. Churches of 
Aſia b 


y — difcovereth in cach' of thcm ſomething worthy of 
jon , bur when he comes to the ſeventh Church, the 
| raed; 
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Laediceans , there was not ſo much as one graine of goodneſſe to be 
foand'in her : And yet chis Church looketh upon her (clfe as the on- 
ly exccllene Church, tranſcending all the reſt, Rev, 3. 17* 7 am rich 
andewcreaſed wth Goods, ( faichſhe) and have need of nothing and 
Gow not that tho art wretched, and poore, miſerable, blinde, and 
wake | 


Here is thy ſtate to a haires breadth, oh thou New Notrionif, 
thou looke{t upon thy (clfeas one gone beyond all others in high cn- 
jayments; and ttat can live. upon God without uſe of 0; dinances, 
and worthip God without formes.. 

You ſay the Scriptures are notthe word of God. 

Some of you have faid the Scriprnres will teach you to lye, and 


ſteale, you ſay God cannot be .dilhonoured by any ARion: you 
- doe 


And ſome of you have ſaid, the reaſon why they will not be drunk, 

is, becauſe they would not waſte their money and cauſe others to 

hat chem, an4 becauſe ic is hurtfull co the:r bodies, not for any 
diſhanour to God, 

Youſay, That the Scriptures doe not concerne you, that it is one- 

ly a declaration of the Adminiſtrations that others bave formerly 


+ beene under and worſhiped God in, youſay thereare one hundred 


and fifty lycs init, 

Yeudeny the reſurre&ion and the judgement, and ſay that there 
is no {mne 1n the world, but char all ations are alike, 

You ay that the higheſt enjoymeztand perfeRion thata Chriſtian 
\ba'! have, is 1n this life, | 

You make your owne wils your rule, and when yon are car- 
_— by them , you fay youare carryed forth/by the Spiric of 


You fay there are neither Angels nor Devils, but an admigiſtra« 
tion of life, and an admiſt:ation of death, or one of lightand atyocher 
of darkneffe, oy | . oO ma FER Se, 

: When you come together you. ſpend your tune for the. moſt part 
in zcſting forie indOunal I inenaad'& any reprove you tor it, . 
you ſay you are carrycd forth toit.. — _ 

You ſpeake evill of others that waite upon God in the uſe of means, 
yowraltchem Legalifr,) Formabifte 8c... ah 

Moſt of yon deſpiſe to heareany:Miniſter preach, though neyer fo 
excclicnt a teacher.. | | 

Som af you lay zhavyau canmake better Bibles your ſixes, than 

| that 
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that which is made already; aying,this Bible is but the opinions of 
men. You call Prayer, and all other Ordinances, bondage, 

You fay, if one man kill another, it is God that doth it; yea, you, 
can uſe deceipt in your particular Callings, and ſay, you do noevill, 

+ You care- not for the weak , how you offend them ; nor for the, 
ſtrong, if you grieve them. . -, - 

:*And'you above all other Sets in the world, cauſe the way of truth 
wo be evill ſpoken 6ff; molt of the offences are come by you ( woe 
be unto you) as ſaith the Scripture, The Presbyterians heare of 
your blaſphemies,errours., and abhominable things that you hold : 
and becauſe ſome'of you were heretofore Independents, and ſome A- 
wabaptiſts ; It makes the Precbyreriancry out ſo bitterly againlt the 
Independents and Anabaptifts,thinking them to beall ſuchas youare; 
when I mult needs bear witnes for them both , they doe hate your 
principles, and praQices,as they do the Devil, the father of them ; In 
z word, you have turned with the Dog to the Vomite,, and with the 
Sow to the wallowing in the mire. | 

Wherefore , If there be any ſparks of grace remaining in you 
If there be any conſolation in Chriſt, any comfort of love, if any fel- 
lowthip of the Spirit, if any bowels of mercies.: then, oh then, re- 
member-from whence you are faln and repent | Learne of the Prodi- 
gall Son, and corme back again to your Father :, for you have fed a 

ng time'upon htsks', and your companions have been the Swine, 
You have back-ſliddenfrom your God , return to khimagain : It may 
be he will receive you : 'Seek mecknes, ſeek righteoulneſſe; it may 
be you may be hid in the day of the Lords anger. Waſh you, make 
clean; put, away thg'cvill of your doings ; ceaſe to doe cvill, 

_r_” CT EET | 

There is alſo another ſort of people called Mikenarians , who 
hold that Chriſt ſhall come, and Reign a thouſand years upon earth 
perſonally :*But ſeeing the riumber of theſe is but few , and their er- 
rours {for the moſt part). burincircumſtantials, notin.ſubſtancials; 
IThull «fp reſenr omit tq.lzy any thingto them. 
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A Ward to another ſort of Feopley that are under none of theſe 
T tie arealſoa quarter part, if not more of the People of Eng- 
Lang, has are- nor under any of che. aforelaid formes ; neither 


Presbyterians, 


? Pretbyterians, Independents, Anabapriſts, Free-willers , nor thoſe 
'-up-ſtarg men. of yanitic; and emptie nations laſt mentioned ; 1 (ay, 
-They walk not, nor keep conipany with any of theſe, but a diſtance. 

And theſeare of ewo ſorts.” * - 

i«.; Theft is a pre 19us, ſweer, moderate fort of men and women , 
> Jookidg after and enquiring into the power and glory of truth, and 
| (nnd; more than the fortne : They clearly fee all thoſe ro whom 
"'I have ſpoken before, to be in extreams , either rowards the righec 
* hand, or towards the left; and for the molt part knowing Chriſt af- 
ter the fleſh ; yet this ſort not under forms, look on thoſe thar are 
- under forms, for many of them to be(as indeed they are)members of 

the ame bodie, whereof Chriſt is the head: Theſe men defire to 
"know no man after the fleſh; they love not any man becauſe he is 2 

Presbyterian ; neither do they hate another , becauſe he is an /nde- 

| pendent ; They defire to have their moderation known unto all men, 
ing the Lord is athand : As theſe mers hearts are tender to all, (o 
"thejr Purſes are open toll, They defire tobe good, more than to be 
thought-of others to be ſoz and eſtcem the power of godlineſſe more 
"than the form, © * = - 
* * But ſocoridly.therk are another company, and theſe are the greateſt 

-part, that are under none of the aforeſaid forms; who look upon all 
[the reſt, and countit ſtrange, that they run'not with them to the 
'ſameexceſſe of ryot , ſpeaking evil) ' of them all :* The greateſt piece 
. of theſe mens Religon is, to watch for the halungs of the reſt, Theſe 
"men and women ſpend their time , for the moft part, in gaming, 

drinking, back-biting, railing at all others, that will not doe as they 

.doe. Theſe will not joyn themſelves with the Precbyterians, be- 
cauſe they will not love them : They will not come among the 7nde- 
.pexdents, becauſe there they hall meer with reproof z* they eſteem 
their liberty more than their Religion : therefore they keep compa- 

ny With thoſe, where they may have their liberty. 


4 few Words by way of Propheſie of the downfall of Presbyte- 
1. rie., Independence, Auabapciſme, - Antinominiſme, 

' Free-Willers, Vain-Notioniſts, 41d «4 orber Set7s row 
. |' exten in England, 
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A word the Saint : wh; boy hides; 
is age ip er: F = 


H al you [erg of the "a ver mighy Gol; heir 

of. Promiſe, apd Song of Sion Fay and 

hanges, fer, What d God "A "anaks tn the earch 

x nothing but, the Lord .to. þe,revealed from ray 

which will be py in pb ation and exceeding glorious in 

. reyclatjon,ftrong and Mot He will bring to paſſe 

| his dereremboarignthat a (S,he \ ber oj, in th14 Mowntaiue, the face 

of this cavering caſt overall propley Hoh vail that [ lea over 

"all Nations, Ma. 25. 7. » 

If you aske what this waileis,. that (hallbe taken aWay. 

I ray ja Heer arc many yailes whereof this is one, ,r + rm 

a es efter the = 1 AS ſoofie: as ever the Lord 

(chro &, ſes whata change 

T6, Hezcef orth know 


Ti 


preſently they. hls fpeak out, of Ne af 10s, io} Seto the 

jos Lokrnns + they Rr men, after the: Heſh. much after the fame 
manner : Ao je 8 the, Anah 1, and Free-millers, they arc 
aailed . wich che, ile. , As 'F. xcfore what 1fay. tO otic” Sect, 
wa pom Uls.y yore poly pee Tos rout ; "You have 
f red your {cl ether, but.you ill be tected, yeayou 
= be broken 1n broken in paes. Lo hee ' Lo heret d E it, Tl > Kb whe centre 


the pub- 
fc and entre gs ys near DN eP comes 
bog: Hodand pe feng ET amb Th ee 
t *txtarr 
them ; P b:ihoſeof ge, 


meet in private ahem in mare ry Lo here js. Kio bes 
Then ſtands na Anabaptiſt in oppoſition to Both, and ſai Chriſt 


is not with you in publique x nor with the /udependent in private, 
Bur Chriſt is wich us in che © bapriſme of ?ohn, Lo, lo, here is Chriſt - 


1 


"The dow nefaltofrall tht afareſaid Sets, 67 


”"Then.comesin-he .chat holds generall redemption and free-will, and 


faith, Chriſt is among none of you all, for you doe ecliple his free- 

ace, and limit his unlimited mercie, for he dyed for all, but you 

y. it was bur for ſome; - 2, lhe Goſpel is tobepreached to all, 
butyon fay, thongh he preached itroall, yet he intended ic only to 
ſame. + 3. Whereas we hold that all ſhould beleeve the remiſſion 
of their fins , you ſay,” none can belceve bur a few that are elected. 
Buc we hold thatas in the firſt Adam alldyed, ſo in the ſecond 4- 
daws all are made alive. $0 that, if any periſh, let him thanke him-" 


- ſelfe, for upon his obedience, or diſobedience depends his weale or 


woe, and ſo God doth neither ele& one, nor reprobate another, be- 
fore he hath done good or evill.. Lo here is.Chrilt, here is Chriſt, ſay 


* the Free-willers. 


And ſoall other Sets , Lo hereis Chiriſt faith one, Lothetre is 


' Chriſt,ſaith-another, wherefote if they ſhall ſay uritoyou, Behold he 
is in the Deſart,Goe nor forth, Behold he is in the fecrer Chambers, 


Beleeve it not. | 
Youall have built your outward houſe of externall diſcipline, up- 
on the (and, and it mult fall becauſe it is notgrounded upon the rock 
Chriſt, you have made your communion” the ground of your union, 
and that mult fall, becauſe it is not the Lords but mans building 
"Deſt. But how doe'you know ts Py muſt downe , 
and ridependency , Anabaptiſme and the reft of the Sets mult 


Anſw. 1 anſwer, Chriſt told the Jewes obs 8.56.that Abraham 
aw his day 'and was'glad : Now it Abraham by faich did fee the * 
day of Chriſt , comming iri the fleſh , many yeares before he came, 
why may not I and othets' fee the day of chriſt comming. in the 
_=_ - deſtroy all flethly formes , ſome few yearcs betoreir be ' 
fi : ed, d d-« : | 

Bur if thou askeſt, How ſhall I'know that thou propheſickt crue 
conecrningthe downfall of all theſe; goin 

'Fanfwer thee in this caſe, as'the Lord Himfelfe anſwered his peo- 
ple tn anothet caſe, Pet. 18:21:22, if rhbu.ſhalc yin thine heart, 
How ſhalt we know the Word that che Lord hath ſpoken, from the 
word- that he hath not ſpoken ?' The Lord there an{wereth, When 
a Fpeaketh'in the name-of the Lord, if the thing come to 


» 


a downe . 


; pale; it is from the Lord, if ir come-not to palle, it is not from the 


Againe, Thave by fairh ſeene all theſe opinions fallen, and I have 
- I 2 heard 


Þ 9 he Deſcriptive of atrin-Chiirch:'Spare. 

a eard frotir wany!others'tthat :chey© have ſeene them falleh alſo, 
T herefore that-which'T have heard and ſcene, dechte Iunto you, 
that'y'ou'mijght- have fellowſhip: with the Father and” the Sonne in- 
the {pirit, for then;and hot till then, you will:give over faying, as {in 
cfieth! )4youdoe, Tam of Paw, Tam of Appoilo , Fam of :Cephas ; 
Then you will not ſo much crye up a forme but endeavour the pow- 

- Detzver thy ſelfr;then,oh Zion, that dwelleft with the dawg hter of 
Babilon; Zecha 2.7. For rhe Lord ſoull ſlay Babylon, and call his Ser- 
vants by anew name Ia. boy. | 


A. ſhort deſcription of a true. Church ſtate, or communion of 

Saints that ſhall ſtand «gainſt al_ eppoſers. 
Pz wridng to the Nas ine pie a2 in the : 
. name or Car t they, would endeavour a pertcct joyning to-, 

Bs one mn eand one judgement, and good —_—_ he had | 
\- fſodoing ,; for he. well knew that all joynings whatſoever that 
were.imperfe, were.not of God, and ſo could not.ſtand. In oppo- 
ficton toall ſuch jmperfc unitings or unſound communions, he diſ- 
ſwades this Church of Chriſt, ron pieeding or ſtanding for parties, 
and from ſayan, lamof Pas/,l amo! Apaltos 8&c. He doth in cffe, 
edll chem-they muſt ceaſe from knowing Chritand Chriſtians after 
the fleſh, for that muſt vaniſh. He doth perſwade them not te build 
upon the ſand, for that will fall. The Spirit of Chriſt doth exhort 
YOu tO give over laying.lo bere is Chpiſt, lo there is Chriſt, for that js | 
unſound and cannot ſtand. maer.( 

That communion of Najng, that ſhall Cand,againſt. which the gates.. 
of hell ſhall not prevalle, ler the winde blow, theraine deſcend and 
the floods come and beatc upon it, it will not fall, for it is founded 
ona rocke : That communion thenis this... - | 

A communion that doth ariſe, or law from union, I ſay, It is a , 
communion, of Saints;,}ariſjng trom aclears gpprehenſion of cheir u- 
nion With yajats,.1 (or, 12,13 14., For by ene Spirit are-we all 
baptiſedinta one body, whether we be fewer or Gentiles, bangoy foec, 
And have, beene all made ta drinke 19to one ſpirit, . for.the bodfis 
not onemember, butmany, verſe-2a0.. For vow,are they may mem- 
bers, yet buz qne body, Now. when a. Saint comes to ſee that every 
one in whom the Lord Jeſus appeareth, though in the leaſt mealure,, 
is a member together with hum in the ſame body, whereof a 


_ 


ED 
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the head ; then his heart longeth ro joyne himſelfe- in fellowſhip 
with ſuch, who have fellowſhip with the father and the ſon in ſpirit, 
whether in ordinances or other wile. | 

'He conſiders that he afd all che faithfull under the whole Heavens 
haveall ons father, all one mother, all one elder Brother, all one cal- 
lng , all one hope of their calling, all cloathed with the ſame robe, 
all inclined tothe ſame worke, all united by the fame ſpirit, all ruled 
by the ame©word,and fo he honours them all, as the body of Chriſt, 
and nouriſheth and cheriſheth them all, as his owne body. Oh who 
can breake the linkes of this golden chaine > Who can throw downe 
this ſpirituall building ? No, no, The gates. of hell cannot prevaile 
againſt it, Reade, and well confider that in the 1 Per, 2. 5. Teealſo 
as lively ſtones, are built up a ſpiritnall houſe, an holy Priefthood, to 
offer up ſpiritual ſacrifice acceptable to God by Feſms Chriſt &c. 
or 28 it is in the margin, be you built up 4 ſpiritual houſe, Goe now 
_thraugh all the Shircs and Cities of Zng/and,. and enquire, nay make 
diligent ſearch among all ſorts of peopie, profefling and pretending, 
eo Chriſt, for ſuch a Congregation , that of lively ſtones hath built 
up ſucha ſpiritual houſe,and note that Church : It ſhall never fall, 

'Oh where is ſuch an afſembly of Saints to be found a 8 is ſpoken of 
Ephes. 2, 22, that are built rogether for an holy. habiration-of God 
throngh che ſpirit. Shall I appeale now to thy very conſcience, and 
aske thee, oh thou zealous Presbyrerian. Ts your building which is ſo 
much cried -up in England, ſuch a building ? 

Shall I appeale now ta thy conſcience, oh thou Independent, and 
aske thee, Artthou built up for an habitation of God through the 
ſpirit > Doeſt than indeed offer up a ſpirituall ſacrifice ? Me thinks 
there is ſo much truth in both the Pres bycerian,and the Independent, 
aSto anſwerin the negative, 

Well chen , Henceitis youlove one Saint, and hate another, be- 
cauſe you are not perfeARtly joyned together ; You yet know Chriſt 
and Chriſtians after the fleſh, you have been joyned together in one 
farme, but nor united together in one ſpirit... But the day'is dawn- 
ing before you, -and the day ſtar is riſing in you, at the appearanceof 
which your communion ſhall be in the ſpirit as well as in the forme, 
and your love ſhall be to all as well as to ſome, and when youare ab» - 
ſentin body (as Paws) you willbe preſent in ſpirit , joyingand be. - 
holdiog their ſpiritual ofder.. _. | 

"Now there are many reaſons why the. Saints ought to bee thus - 
joyned togecher : Take two, | | 

I» Becaule tlie axe commanded ro ſtand faſt in ong ſpirit, Philhr, 


27. And 
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...7Q> Thi Dieſer ipelen of #ruc*Chioch> Seave; 
_ _ how can'they Rand falt in the Spirir if they be-not joyried 
jn tac Spire 
2. Becauſe that worſhip wherewith'they muſt worſhip God, 
maſt bea ſpiricuall worſhip, obs 4. 233 241 Per.2. 5. 
- And untill Saintsare thas joyned together they are nor'fitly joyn- 
. ed,according to that Ephes.q. 16. 
- Neither untill chey. be chag united in one ſpirit, can they be ſaid 
- to. haveany tellow{hip of the Spirit, according to that Phik, 2, 1. 
Againe untill chey be thus united in ene ſpirit, how can they 
. yeeld obedience to that command Ephes, 4 3. Endeavenring to keep 
, the. mnity of the- oe the bond of peace, And that they might 
keepe the unity of the ſpirit in the bond of peace, ſee what-power- 
full convinciog arguments hee brings, Ephes, 4.4 5,6. There s ove 
body.((aith he )and one ſpirit,even as yee are call ed in one hope of your 
, Calling > One Lord, one Faith, one Laptiſme: One God and Father 
of all, who 1 above all, and through all;and in you all. Mark then (I 
. baſeech yopi) the Lord by Pas! &th here lay downe. : 1. Theuni- 
. on thou halt with him, © 2. The unionthou haſt with his people, 
and from both theſe, as from the ground, he pats kis people upon a 
ſweet- communion and fellowſhip both with himſclfe and his peo- 
- ple; Upon this rocke: hath Chriſt byilt his Church; 'and the gates of 
hell ſhall not:prevaile agarnſta' Church thus ſtated. 'Bur I have beene 
in communion With all forts of Profeſſors now extant in England, 
and waded out of one forme'into another, and at the laſt I have clear- 
ly fonnd thar muck of their building, hath beene upon ſandy founda- 
tions, I ſhall chen (hut upallwithone word of advicero all. 
Ohye ſons of Sie» | Behold your union with God, conſider alſo 
- that yee areone,not/ with ſome(onely bat with all the Saints under 
, whatſocver forme they be, Wherefore love themall, pitty themall, 
doe good to themall, and as yort arcunitedin one fpirir, ſolet the 
| * word mn nerFrnko you we gathered your 
{elves together according totheorder'of the Gofpell, choole'to your , 
- ſelves Pines - and Teachers, Edcrs, and Deacons, make uſe Fat 
Gods ordinances but- reſt upon none, looke upon them all but as 
_ Organs through ' which he conveys himlelfe to the foule 
> 
Left, But me thinkes T heare fome fay, Whar religion, or (at 
leaſt) opinion is ke him(clſe off, that hath written this Treatiſe ? He 
cm benoPrecb: 1er5as, for he Writes againſt thein } He is no In-: 
Aependent, forhe reproves them, No Avabaprift , For he diſlikes 
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them 7 No Free-willer , for he writes dircRly againſt them : \ hat | 
then is he ? 

Asfw. I anſwer, Iam a Chriſtian, 

You will ay, Soarcall the people of England, Chriſtians, 

But that I deny , For though there are many Chriſtians of mans l5= 0 
making, yct there are! few, yea very tew of Gods making, 

But you will fay , What are they then}. if not Chriſtians, 

I anfwer, There are manyHeatheps and Turkes, Jews,and Infidels 
many Canaanites, and Amorites,Perrizzites &c. 

\BucTam a Chriſtian , This nawe was given firſt co the diſciples in \ 
Antioch, 1 belceve in one God, Father of all, and in one Lord Jeſus ” 
Chriſt-redeemer, of all,; and ini one anifying Spirit of Grace; 1 | 
beleceve that it is the officeof the Father tocleR, the office of the 
Sonne'to redeeme, and the office of the Holy Gholt ro Sanikie thoſe 
and onely thoſe, whom the Father hath <leRed, and the Sonnere- 
deemed, Ang I doebeleeve my owne intereſt in all theſe, without 
which the. knowledge of it is nothing z: the Father loves me freely, 
ithe Son.manifeſts that Jave to me, and the Spirit doth evidence it in 
me: The Father lov2th me, as redeemed by his: Sonne ; The Son 
lookes upon me, and loves me,as being given by the Father, for him 
oxedeeme ;- And-the-Holy Ghoſt fecing the love of the Father in 
chooſing me, and the love of the Sonne in redeeming me, he alſo ſets 
bis love uppn me, and manifeſts thisunto me, which is the earneſt of 
my.inherigance,. Lbeleeye that 'God. hath his -being in himſeHe, and 
gives being to all other.creatures, and the cauſe, why ke made mee, 

Was for his owne glory, and the end, why he cleted me in Chrit, 
was that I ſhould bring forth fruit to him, I know I amnot my own 
I aarbought witha price, wherfore I deſire to glorific God with m 
body and my ſoule, whichare the Lords.1 endeavour as to love God, 
ſoalſo tplove his people,--not ſome burall, and to love my enemies, 
deſiring to become all things to all that I might in my place gaine 
fore. I doe:beleave that I ought to giveno Jult offence to the Few, 
Nar-the Gepride, nar to the Church of Chriſt, .wherforeas much as 
in me lieth, I endeavour to keepeaconſcience voide of offence both 
towards God,and towards man, 1 loveall, and yer I defire to with- 
draw my ſelfe from every brother that waiketh diſorderly, 
I doe beleive that I ama Servant of Chriſt, 
; Jdoebeleevel am a Friend of Chriſt, {on I5.15, 
WF doe beleeve that I am 3 Brother of the Lord Chriſt, Heb 2.11, 

Idoe beleeve that Lamin as neare relation to Chriſt, as the wite is 

to the husband, Rev 1.9. - | I doe - - | 


OY 4 SS , * TT Yrs. 
ys —&— tw dicvyroſths Avian juilgewtnt: 
__ beleeve that Tamia- Member of his :owne body,” 1 Cor. 2, 
verſe 12. 
I do beleeve that I am aJoynt-heire with Chriſt, Rem.3:17, 
I doe belceve that I am/joyned to the Lord, and ſa-one Spirit with 
him, 1 (or. 6. 17, JE 63 £000, 201 Þ (Het 
I doc belceve- that the Lord'takes all theevill done to me,-as done 
to himſelf, Zc,2.8, ACar.25 45, 5 1 OO 
; hoes -—_- that 1 have everlaſting lifealready, according to that 
on3.30. | | ths 
1. In the promiſe,feare wor little flocks jo ir your farhers pleaſmre 
$0 give you 4 hinopdome.'  ') SIO EIES | 
- 2, Inthe firlt fruites; for what is heaven hereafter but amore full 
enjoyment of whatis: gs here,” : ©: 3? oF; 
3. I haveeverlaſting life already in pofſeſſion by my head Chriſt. 
I doe beleeve that all this is but a caſte of whit I ſhall Þ&,accor- 
dingto that x John 3..1,2. Now are yee the ſons of God, and it doth 
not yet appeare what you ſhall be, But' when be ſhall appeare') ee. ſhall 
be like him, The ſctious conſideration of which; {% doubt nor) will 
draw up my converſation more and more: to be in heaven, even 
Whil'lt I remaine kereon carth, - 
* > 2 rp a by Chriſtare taken out of the ſight of 
I doe belceve that the defigneof Chriſt was to take itaway out 
- «of Conſcicace, that there might be no more conſcience of finne, 
eb, 9.14. | 
Idoe belceve that as Chriſt kath takenaway ſinne ont of the ſight 
of God, and out of my owne Conſcience, ſoin due time, he will take 
away ſin out of my converſation,according to that ſcripture't Per. 1. 
15.and Lake 1.75. 89:3 
In a word, I doc belceve, my finnes paſt, preſent, and to come, 
arealllaid upon and doneaway by Chriſt, 7/a.53-6. 
I doe beleve that as there was no good fore-feenein me,that did 
cauſe the Lord to ſet his. lovenpon me, fo there is n@ cvill that can 
be done by me, that can cauſe turatohate me, 
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A Word tothe Parliemest the Repreſentative body 
of the Kingdome. 
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| Cannot put a period to this little Volume , without one word to 
you, who are Members of the High Coart of Parliament, Ho- 
noured Worthics, you kave begun well, goon that we may finde in 
England that that was ſo carneltly ſoughtfor in Ferwſalem, Jer.5.r, 
Men executing judgement, and ſpeaking the truth ; And then why 
may we not expect to be pertakers of the mercy there promiſed ; 
r pardoning of the fin, and a healing of the Land. Eye the Lord 
Jeſusin all youratings ; and advance his Kingdome , as much as in 
you lyeth : honour him and hee will honour you, and endeavour 
with David to deliver his Lambs out of the Lyons mouths , for they 
ire tender in your Fathers eyes , let them be ſoin yours : Your un- 
daunted courage in not fearing the faces of men, and your executing 
of juſtice upon all offenders, without reſpeR of Perſons or partiality: 
& it is very acceptable in the fight of God, fo the ſound of it is ve- 
ry ſweet in the cars of his People. And as the Saints in England 
have putup many Petitions at the Throne of Grace, that God would 
you mdaunted Spirits; and having by experience found God 
vering their requeſt by your late aftings , as touching the King 
ae Lords; they are now turning their Prayers into Praiſes , to the 
Almighty tor anſwering their Prayers in aſſiſting you. And the more 


- uw you foundin the work, the more God will honeur you for 
_—_ 
© ButRighe Honourable Worthies , What ſhould be the cauſe tha: 
the people of England whom you doe repreſent ; yea, they that have 
choſcn you, and have ever fince with their Lives and Eltaccs aſſiſted 
you : What is the reaſon, that they all with one voice lince the 
death of our hte King are ying to you, as once the children of 1/- 
ract to Reboboans after the death of their King , 1King-12.4. Eaſe 
w of our heavy burthens , takg away our taxations [0 heavy : and 
you have anſwered the people as Rehoboams did,it nor in your words, 
in your deeds ; ſaying, Ay little finger ſhall be heavier than my 
Fathers loing, and whereas you had a hcavy yoak before,I will make 
thravicr * and whereas my Father chaſtized you with whipps , I 
Wit ctaſtife you with Scorpions, 4 
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If you ſay, this is none of our anfwer, or pratice z Let we aske 
you, What meang the Exciſe, the doubled gontriburion , and Free. 
quarter , and many other grievous taxatiotis and aſſeſfements : And 
when we conſider the time in which you encreaſc and continue theſe 
devonring Caterplillars , it doth aggravate your evill , as well as our 
ſence of the miſery ; as to inſtance. | | 

T., [na time when oli trading at-Sea- is-{poyled , and our Ships 
duly loſt and rat.en, 6 | 
' 2, In which oartfadin3 by Land isalmoſt ygterly decayed, 

3. In which all forts of proviſions-+for the. nouriſhment of our 
almoſt famiſh,d bodics1Srilen almolt roa double-price. , - 

" 4. Thouzh what lictle Money and Plate we,had , we lent before 
opoi the Pubtize Faicf - -whiehproves adcad Fajph.,. or ac belt, buc 
a hiltoricall Faith : Foryotwir {tatding all Promiles,, wee receive 


none of it back m. 12 > Sane tbe ell 15y : 
$5. Ina cime,4n whichmaty People are but, avit were newly.re- 

raracd co their Homes , #frer Vanifhment for alpngtime from their 

habications and eftates, left rothe'cruell mercies of the adverſary. 

6. In which ajany thouſands have had their Houſes. burar to 
aſhes , and cry for hp to their neighbows that, have clſcaped that 
calagmuty. 

7 And laſtly, Which adds to-our miſery more than: all the reſt; 
Ina time, when we expe a fall deliverance ;; having by che afli- 
ſtance of the Almighty power , gotten the victory over all our enc- 
mics : ſo that we may yet lament in the words of, Feremiah ; Wee 
looked for Peace, and there is no-good : and for times of Peace , and 
behold trouble, 

God hath put into your hands a power, if you have bur hearts to 
make uſe of it, to take off theſe heavy burthens, wherewith your 
friends are laden. x : 

Are not the Crown Lands in your hands , and all the treaſures 
thereunto belonging: Are not alſo the Biſhops Lands in your hands. 

Are notall the Cuſtomes in :E»glavd in your hands, which a- 
mouat ſo high. 

And alſo Delinquents Fines and Cempoſicions. 

And yer muſt we have Exciſe remaine ? and Contribution doub- 
led? Is this the reward that we ſhall have for all our Obedience to 
yon > Oh conſider , conſider ! To reward us. gvill for all our good,it 
1s net ſound ; and to make your friends:: your, foes., it is not ſafe: 
Shall Iacquaine you wich wha L know and that upon found groune: 
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If the King had gotten the day , and all into his hands , as you have : 
would not he have freed thoſe that aſſiſted him? And have main- 
tained his Armie upon the coſt of thoſe that did oppoſe him ? did 
not his praRiſc begin co teſtifie the truth of this ? So tender was he 
of thoſe that aſſiſted him in tus extremity. 

And will not you that profeſſe your ſelves to be the ſervants of 
Chriſt; and favourers of his people ; doe as much for Chriſt, as hee 
for Antichriſt > Oh then 1 Oh then | let the coſt light upon thoſe 
that were the cauſe ; and they that forced you to raiſe an Army, 
let their eſtates pay the Army, 
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